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When the fire destroyed our building, the devastation we all felt was met
with a solidarity and generosity beyond what | could have imagined. Not
only in financial gifts but in hospitality and stories that neighbors shared
about what this congregation has meant to them. We were joined by many
of them as we encircled the building with the cross at different times in
prayer and song, and | recall Lee Stuart of Chum likening Gloria Dei to a
burning bush on the Hillside, not consumed by the fire but aflame with
God’s love and pointing to God’s presence.

That witness, that ministry continued as we were welcomed by Faith into
its Lakeside building for more than three years, and as many of its mem-
bers became part of Gloria Dei when it closed. Making the five-mile jour-
ney from there to the Central Hillside in a Palm Sunday procession last
year, we thanked God for Faith Lutheran and for others along the way
who journeyed with us in the process of rebuilding, and what a joy it was
to worship that Holy Week and Easter in our renewed space.

Looking back, | am amazed and humbled by what God has been up to in
our life and ministry together. And while | have had the privilege of being
your pastor during a tenth (!) of Gloria Dei’s 150 years, the church is the
people. And | can honestly say that from musicians and French toast mak-
ers to council members and staff, health coordinators, shelter shepherds
and rebuilding leaders, youth and seniors, | have relied on so many strong
and gifted people of faith like you who share this ministry and continue to
inspire me — every person from all walks of life that God has called into
our family of faith. We are indeed blessed by newcomers each year and
by the saints whose legacies continue to shape us.

“You yourselves are our letter of recommendation.” Look around you, at
those pictured in our directory, in your mind’s eye and at those we contin-
ue to see on Zoom and in worship. Paul says it well: You are all living let-
ters from God. And think of the countless people Gloria Dei’s ministry has
touched throughout the years: all are part of the living letter God has also
written in and through our history. Gloria Dei is sometimes called a
“mother” church, and together we are what theologian Miroslav Volf aptly
describes as the “motherhood of all believers,” entrusted with the privilege
of nurturing the calling of all who are baptized into Christ, seeking to re-
flect a living message of grace in the world, and ministering with compe-
tence that, as Paul says, can come only from God (2 Cor. 3:4-6).

So for myself and my family, thank you for your partnership, generous sol-
idarity, and friendship in the gospel. | pray that the Spirit that gives life will
renew our participation in God’s mission for the years ahead: the Spirit
that trusts in God’s grace, the Spirit of justice and peace for all people, the
Spirit of self-giving love embodied in Jesus Christ. May our ministry to-
gether continue to be a sign of hope for the future of God’s world.

Yours in Christ,
+ Pastor David Carlson
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erans, those who have lost jobs, children in foster care, refugees, people
who think differently than us, etc. May our hearts be encouraged and
united in love, so that our richness is found in God’s amazing grace. My
desire as your new bishop is that all experience the healing and whole-
ness found in the abundance of God’s love and that our congregations —
and our very synod culture demonstrates the kingdom of God.

So, today, | invite all of you to consider asking yourself that question,
“What is your why?” Contemplate your motivations in your vocation — your
calling as a child of God in this world, however that is, through your family,
your job, your congregation.

| continue to give thanks for our synod congregations who, throughout
many generations, are motivated by the love of Christ to support the work
we do together in Christ’'s name.

Because we have all had to pivot during this time of digital worship, faith
formation, and fellowship, | encourage all of our pastors, deacons and
congregations to be mindful of the stress and challenges being faced right
now by families who are homeschooling and working at the same time.
This includes some of our rostered ministers, youth and family leaders;
and all the children, youth, school teachers, school administrators, and
staff who are moving through new and challenging ways of learning and
teaching this fall. Exercise as much grace as possible with each other
and with yourselves right now.

The past four weeks have been a whirlwind! | have been completing
the responsibilities from the Assistant to the Bishop and Director for Evan-
gelical Mission position, including follow up with the Candidacy Commit-
tee. | have been assessing our synod budget and mission support as we
moved through a spring and summer season affected by Covid19 and |
have been meeting with staff members to hear their sense of call to minis-
try. In addition, the ELCA is going through a major restructuring of staffing
and ministry priorities and | am listening to what that may mean for synod
ministry too. There are a lot of moving pieces - and all of that requires
some time. | would ask for your prayers for me in discernment and deci-
sion making and for the amazing members of our synod staff and synod
council as we work through all of the factors involved.

Finally, | feel deep gratitude for Bishop Aitken - for the friendship and
partnership we have shared over these past years; for what he has taught
me about leadership and grace, and for the opportunity he has given me
to serve this church as his Assistant and as the DEM. We have all been
blessed by his faithful ministry and we wish him and Beckie all the bless-
ings they so deserve as they move into a new chapter in their lives.

God bless your days and your deeds. You are in my prayers and in my
heart!

The Rev. Amy J. Odgren
Bishop, Northeastern MN Synod
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how you are experiencing ministry and mission within your communities
and across the synod. For this reason, | will be setting aside zoom
meetings this fall and into the winter. | hope to have a conversation with
leaders of each congregation across the synod. You might recall that as
we shared ideas in the bishop forums last spring, | mentioned that |
would like to have listening sessions to hear from you. We can still do
this digitally. Very soon, you will receive an invitation to sign up for one
of the time slots available. | can’t think of anything more important to me
in starting this new call than having conversations with you. | simply
wish to listen to you; to hear your joys and your concerns and to pray
together for our shared vision and mission. These conversations will
help us all move forward together and will inform the directions we take
for our ministry partnership. Please sign up for a time slot and then you
will receive the link to our zoom. I'm hoping that each zoom meeting will
include the leadership from each congregation. I'm looking forward to
visiting with you.

This continues to be an unusual time in our society as we deal with
Covid19 and reach for best practices in moving through the fall 2020
season. The issues of safety for all God’s children are at the top of our
list of concerns and our prayers. | hold in prayer each of you who are
exploring ways to share God’s word of hope with your congregations and
communities, and | urge continued caution and precautions as you con-
sider any movement to in-person worship services. | also encourage
you to collaborate and dream with colleagues about possible new ideas
for reaching out, and finding ways that might be possible to assist one
another with online presence as needed. What have you found to be
the benefits an online presence has given you in sharing God’s word far
and wide? How will you continue to offer that kind of presence when you
also open your church doors? Some are already figuring this out. In the
spirit of collaboration, | encourage you to share your ideas with one an-
other.

As | start my new call as bishop on November 1, 2020, I'd like to begin
our ministry together by asking some further poignant questions, “What
is your why?” I'd like all of you to think about “Why are you here? “Why
do we gather as the people of God?” Oftentimes we get focused on
the how, the what, and sometimes the who, but if we neglect the why,
we are sunk. Even if we are doing good work, but neglecting our “why”,
that will dramatically impact those we are in ministry with and those we
are called to serve. Colossians 2:2-3 states, “| want... hearts to be en-
couraged and united in love, so that they may have all the riches of as-
sured understanding and have the knowledge of God’s mystery, that is
Christ himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.”

As we go forward in this ministry together, | pray that we are committed
to reaching out and serving our neighbor - especially in the midst of the
turmoil we all experience in our world - to see Christ in the most vulnera-
ble around us, including people of color, people in poverty, seniors, vet-
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Sunday, November 1, 2020 All Saints Day, Year A

All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the
body of Christ. As November heralds the dying of the landscape in many north-
ern regions, the readings and liturgy call us to remember all who have died in
Christ and whose baptism is complete. At the Lord’s table we gather with the
faithful of every time and place, trusting that the promises of God will be fulfilled
and that all tears will be wiped away in the new Jerusalem.

Revelation 7:9-17, Psalm 34:1-10, 22, 1 John 3:1-3, Matthew 5:1-12

Sunday, November 8, 2020 23rd Sunday after Pentecost

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us
to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the
parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every
time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and
the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.

Amos 5:18-24, Psalm 70, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Matthew 25:1-13

Sunday, November 15, 2020 24th Sunday after Pentecost

Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims
that the coming day of the LORD will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul
says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake and sober.
Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still
have time, for the greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and
despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—
eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us.

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18, Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11,
Matthew 25:14-30

Sunday, November 22, 2020 Christ the King

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judg-
ment. In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to
those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God
is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with jus-
tice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over
death, yet we await the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging
Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our lov-
ing words and deeds. Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24, Psalm 95:1-7a,

Ephesians 1:15-23, Matthew 25:31-46

Sunday, November 29, 2020 First Sunday of Advent

Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become
familiar to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open.
Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to re-
store. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars
falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would
ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we
can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come.

Isaiah 64:1-9, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Mark 13:24-37

Join us for a look at the text for the next Sunday every Tuesday at 12
Noon. Contact Pr. Carlson to join the Zoom meeting. All are welcome!
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LIFE’S LANDMARKS
Confirmation
Thomas Leight, October 25

SAFE GATHERING TEAM

Covidfatigue—by now nearly everyone has it, to one degree or anoth-
er. Especially as we move closer to the holiday season, we are longing
for “gathering”—as families, as friends, as church. We are finding ways
to connect, but nothing can replace being together in person.

And yet, by nearly every public health measure—cases are up, the
positivity rates (percentage of all tests that come back positive), hospi-
talizations are up—the coronavirus pandemic is getting worse. The one
bit of good news is that the death rate isn’t going up; but it is still higher
than other infections, including the flu. The issue is one of “safe” gather-
ing.

All this has reconfirmed for the SGT our decision that Gloria Dei re-
main in the Level I/Red Phase for the foreseeable future. However, we
have developed plans for what is currently and will be needed in the
future in terms of sanitization, social distancing, masks, etc. and are
moving ahead with finalizing our written plans.

Our biggest challenges right now are the restrictions on the number of
persons that can be allowed to use not only our worship space, but oth-
er spaces suitable for smaller groups. While various government enti-
ties can mandate numbers for indoor gatherings, we need to establish
maximum numbers specific to our building. Our primary concern has to
do with air volume and air exchange—very important information since
the coronavirus is airborne. We (along with the council and other lead-
ership groups) are moving ahead as quickly as possible to have an in-
door air quality assessment of all our spaces. This information will ena-
ble us to complete the “Safe Gathering Plan” and the “COVID-19 Pre-
paredness Plan” (as encouraged by our synod and required by the
state), send it to the council for final approval, and share it with mem-
bers and friends of Gloria Dei.

MINISTRY OF WORSHIP
Worship God in proclamation of the Word and administration of the
sacraments and through lives of prayer, praise, thanksgiving, witness,
and service.

SUNDAY WORSHIP - PLEASE STAY HOME and participate through
video streaming on our Facebook page, website,
www.gloriadeiduluth.org, or the radio 710 AM or 98.1 FM. Gloria Dei
now has a YouTube channel that is also live streaming. People can
subscribe to our Gloria Dei channel to make it easier to find us: Gloria
Dei Lutheran Church - Duluth, MN. We are grateful for technology that
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INSTALLATION OF BISHOP AMY ODGREN
October 17, 2020 Walker, Minnesota — The
Rev. Amy Odgren was installed as bishop of the
Northeastern Minnesota Synod of the Evangeli- §

cal Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) at a
service on Saturday held at Hope Lutheran
Church, Walker. She is the fourth bishop of the
synod and succeeds Bishop Thomas Aitken
who is retiring after serving two six-year terms.
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton presid-
ed and preached. Other participants included
The Rev. Matt McWaters, pastor of Hope Lu-
theran, ELCA Bishops Thomas Aitken, Regina
Hassanally (Southeastern MN Synod), and Laurie Skow-Anderson
(Northwest WI Synod), and the Rt. Rev. Craig Loya, Bishop of the Epis-
copal Church in Minnesota.

Bishop Odgren previously served as Assistant to the Bishop and Di-
rector of Evangelical Mission for the Northeastern Minnesota Synod.
Ordained in 2001, she is a graduate of Warburg Theological Seminary,
one of seven ELCA seminaries, and she completed a B.A. in education
and psychology at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, Minnesota.
Bishop Odgren also served as Assistant to the Bishop and Director of
Evangelical Mission for the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, and as pas-
tor of Spirit Lutheran and First Lutheran, Eau Claire, and Bridge of Life
Lutheran, Holmen, all in Wisconsin.

Concerning her role as bishop, Bishop Odgren said “I see our princi-
pal challenge as engaging this culture as evangelists who share the
gospel of Jesus in ways that will make a difference in the world. | think
a bishop needs to listen extensively, pray often, and be bold to move
the vision of the kingdom forward. And through this all, | trust in God’s
resurrecting grace that keeps working and setting us free to love and
serve.”

The Northeastern Minnesota Synod is one of six ELCA synods in
Minnesota and 65 nationwide. Comprised of 130 ELCA congregations
with about 55,000 members, it is one of the largest ELCA synods geo-
graphically, stretching from Princeton in the south to International Falls
in the north, Brainerd in the west to Hovland in the northeast. Bishops
are elected to six-year terms and may serve two terms.

FROM NE MN BISHOP AMY ODGREN

from an online letter Oct 5, 2020
Hello, Friends!

| am delighted to serve with you in the Northeastern Min-
nesota Synod and | look forward to the ways the Holy Spirit
will move through us and shape our mission together for
the next six years.

First of all, it is very important to me that | have the opportunity to
meet with our Synod Deacons, Pastors and Council Presidents to hear




Page 16

versation about racial justice by hearing about the lived experiences of
black individuals growing up in Duluth. We are planning a zoom gather-
ing on January 13. We would jointly watch the film via Zoom, and then
have a discussion facilitated by Daniel’s team. We hope this event can
be shared with individuals and congregations throughout the Lake Su-
perior Conference. Donations to support the funding for this event can
be sent to the church office.

Sunday Oct 11 was Native American Sunday, and Pastor David invit-
ed us to join in supporting Together Here ministries with a financial gift
above our regular offering. An Online worship service was created
(featuring many Gloria Dei members) and here is a link for the service:
http://www.nemnsynod.org/native-american-sunday--oct-11-2020.html
If you get a chance please take an hour and worship.

Collen Bernu is the mission developer for Together Here ministries of
the Northeast ELCA Synod. This ministry is comprised of two teams.
The Bridge Building Task Force was established in 2017 and the Anti-
racism Team was established in 2020. Colleen talks about Together
Here Ministries as she introduces the worship service for Native Ameri-
can Sunday (above link) with the call to learn, listen, and build relations
with our communities of color. Please take advantage of the multiple
opportunities to engage in this learning process. It possible, please fi-
nancially support these ministries.

150™ ANNIVERSARY VIRTUAL CELEBRATION ﬁ

Gloria Dei’s 150" virtual celebration is under way with
two “chapters” of our history now available on the Glo-
ria Dei website. Chapter 1 was launched on September
27 and celebrates our Swedish heritage. Chapter 2,

Parade of Pastors Plus went online October 27.

Check it out and see photos, brief accounts, videos, GLORIA DEI
and greetings from our pastors, hear from a son (Kevin LUTHERAN CHURCH
Maly) and a daughter (Carol Worthing) of Gloria Dei in

ministry, catch up with our seminarian, Cassie Borges, and more.

At the end of November, Chapter 3 will share stories of Celebrations
at Gloria Dei—more than just Christmas! While we have some histor-
ic photos, we’re looking for more recent remembrances. If you were in-
volved in make the Chrismons that decorated our Christmas tree for
many years, get in touch with Karen Bockelman (218-349-5863 or
kgbockelman@gmail.com) to record your memories. If you have photos
or videos of any celebration—Advent/Christmas, Easter, Sunday School
programs, blessing of the animals or bikes, etc. Or if you want to share
a photo of a baptism or wedding, we’d like that too. So, look through
your photos and videos and share what you have by emailing or send-
ing it to the church by November 16. Then continue to check out our
virtual celebration.

Coming in January, Where in the world is Gloria Dei? This chapter
will honor our global connections—a fitting celebration during Epiphany,
the church season that marks Jesus’ coming to the nations.
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allows us to hear and see each other, and for the Holy Spirit through
whom we are united in worship. Some members text or message one
another during the sharing of the peace. Some click the Donate Now
button during the offering. Some watch the recorded service later.

Bulletins — A copy of the Sunday bulletin is being emailed from the
church office and mailed to those who do not have email. If you are not
receiving a bulletin but would like to, please contact our Parish Secretary
Donna at secretary@gloriadeiduluth.org.

Abundance - Offerings through automatic withdrawal, giving online,
and commitments in the mail are part of our worship, express God’s
abundant grace, and enable us to fully fund our ministries. THANK YOU
for for supporting God’s Mission through the ministry of Gloria Deil

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY, NOV 1 - "Blessed are they who die
in the Lord. Yes, says the Spirit, they shall rest from their
labors, for their deeds follow them" (Revelation 14:13). The
first Sunday of November, we remember the church on A
earth and the host of heaven, united in the body of

Christ. We thank God for all the faithful departed, especially
those of our church family who have entered their eternal rest within the
last year:

+ Mary Salvolainen + Gary Bolander + Janine Dahlquist + Elwood Olin
+ Adeline Moe +
We also remember family of members:

+ Mark Amundson (Brett’s father) + Mae Ellen Aronson (Nancy N’s
mother) + Nancy Bailey Townley (Jim B's sister) + Carolyn Bockelman
(Karen’s stepmother) + Ruth Bockelman (Karen’s cousin) + James
Dalager (Steve’s father) + George Ernst (Andy’s father) + Patrick Gagnon
(Mary’s brother) + Owen Jagim (Ryan & Julie’s grandson) + Carolyne
Kaczmarczyk (Steve W'’s sister) + Tom Lawrence (Sarah’s father) +
Thine they were, O God, and thine they remain forever.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS NOV 1 — A reminder to set
your clocks back 1 hour.

PLEDGE CONSECRATION SUNDAY, Nov 8 - Merciful Fa-
2 ther, We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have
=t ‘ first given us, ourselves, our time and our possessions,

| signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of
s | him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

| Amen. A stewardship letter and Giving Commitment
s Trvoon) card has been mailed to all members and regular visitors.
[CiEACIOUs LOVE] In response to God’s abundant grace, please prayerfully

consider your regular offering for 2021. Be sure to in-

clude your name in the upper left hand corner and mail it to the church
office before Nov. 8 when we dedicate our financial commitments for
God’s work through Gloria Dei at morning worship. Thank you!
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PRAYER AT HOME - Wednesday evenings from 6:45-7:00 p.m., Gloria
Dei leaders offer a weekly time of guided prayer. We hope these will be
times to still our hearts and rest in the presence of God. In times
marked by anxiety, uncertainty, and suffering the people of God turn to
prayer. These 10-15 minute prayer times include an opening, a brief
scripture reading, prayers, music, silence, and a closing blessing. You
are welcome to join us with the Zoom link (emailed Tuesday) or by
phone (312-626-6799; ID: 854-8529-9292; passcode: 273004). You are
encouraged to light a candle or focus on another symbol of God’s lis-
tening presence and, if you wish, remain in prayer as long as you need.

THANKSGIVING EVE, Nov 25 - Extending our usual “Prayer at Home”
time via Zoom, worship leaders are planning a short service starting at
6:45 that will include a litany of thanksgiving, readings, prayers, and
music. Join us on the same weekly link as we gather in prayer and give
thanks for God’s gifts.

MINISTRY OF DISCIPLESHIP
Nurture members in the Word of God so as to grow in faith and hope
and love, to see daily life as the primary setting for the exercise of our
Christian calling, and to use our gifts of the spirit for our life together
and for our calling in the world.

INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL, Nov 1 — At 8:45 a.m. on
the first Sunday each month - join us! This year’s theme is “My Story,
Our Story, God's Story.” There will be brief craft activity each month and
you will only need paper, writing utensils (pens, markers, crayons, or
colored pencils will work), scissors, and glue or tape. If you don't have
these things already at home let Chelsea know and she will coordinate
a craft supply drop off. Zoom Meeting ID: 894 1732 0208 & Passcode:
812957 (This is the same link for Intergenerational Sunday school and
for adult forum). Hope to see you!

SUNDAY SCHOOL, Nov 15 - On the 3rd Sunday of each month fami-
lies are invited to meet on Zoom for Sunday School. ELCA World Hun-
ger has modified their VBS resources to use for at home Sunday
School and we will use this resource for our time together. Chelsea will
put together a special Sunday school box for all families interested in
participating. Please email chelsea.froemke@amail.com if you are in-
terested. Note that requesting the box does not mean you have to par-
ticipate every month or that participation requires any supplies. All fam-
ilies are welcome to join as much or as little as you want. It is our hope
that this will be a meaningful time for our youth to engage with one an-
other, with their families, and with the global body of Christ! Chelsea
Froemke is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. Zoom Meeting
ID: 789 5024 6507 & Passcode: NOLUG6
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EARTH STEWARDSHIP TIPS

e People who promote an ecologically sustain-
able economy are called ‘anti-jobs’ liberals.
Not true; that is fake politics. Actually, they
promote the urgently needed growth in pro-
duction and installation of untold millions of
solar panels, and windmills. This growth is
estimated to require tens of millions of net
new jobs in every region of the country - in-
cluding the iron range.

e Those who oppose a clean energy economy
ask, “how can we afford it?” Yes, itis a
huge change, but remember, so was the change going from a
‘horse and buggy’ economy to a fossil fuel and auto economy.

Such economic progress invariably creates new businesses and
eliminates the old ones — who then exclaim, “how can we afford it?”

e  “How can we afford to switch to solar/wind energy?” Actually,
we’ve already started switching. Part of our monthly electric bill is
already paying for solar/wind generated electricity instead of coal.
And it’s cheaper than burning coal! The real question is: “how can
we afford not to switch, and faster?”

e “How can we possibly pay for a clean energy economy?” Well, how
do we pay for our current polluting fossil fuel economy? The an-
swer boils down to standard supply and demand economics: we
pay for it by buying what it produces. Today we pay for polluting
gasoline to drive vehicles, in the clean solar/wind economy we will
pay for electricity to drive electric vehicles.

ACCOMPANIMENT REPORT: Ryan Jagim

Gloria Dei continued its Zoom book discussions having completed
Native by Kaitlin K. Curtice.
As noted last month, “As with any change process, it is important to first
name it and to be open to learning more.” In her book, Kaitlin Curtis
talks about the importance of naming the trauma and renaming the
truth. We can do this by confronting the commonly learned narrative of
United States history which promotes the invisibility of indigenous peo-
ple and ignores the history of injustices against indigenous people.

Gloria Dei’'s next zoom book discussion will begin on Wednesday No-
vember 4" from 7 to 8 PM with the book_How to Be an Antiracist by Ib-
ram Kendi. One of the reviews of this book states, “Kendi dissects why
in a society where so few people consider themselves to be racist, the
divisions and inequalities of racism remains so prevalent... examining
what racism really is — and what we should do about it.” Please join us if
you can.

Gloria Dei is working with Daniel Oyinloye who curated the film
“Intergenerational Conversations” that was shown at the Freedom Fund
fundraising dinner in February, 2020. Our event will continue our con-
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will include monthly support for 6 months, and the possible addition of a
new logo based on the stained glass window behind the altar. This
would not replace other church logos currently in use but simply add
another image. The target date for launching the new website is Christ-
mas. Thanks to the website work team: Janna D., Chelsea F., Linda K.,
Char M., and Pastor Carlson.

STEWARDSHIP
Our stewardship celebrates the abundance and the value of God'’s gifts,
practicing sustainability and generosity as joyful expressions of God’s
love for all creation.

FINANCE REPORT THRU SEPTEMBER 2020
Needed per month $20,208; per week $4,798
Envelope Offerings:

Budget, 9 months $187,125

Actual, 9 months $189,032 707.0%

. | 4 i
Difference, ahead $ 1,907 ISK NS O YOUR|

IGRAC]

Thank you for supporting God’s Mission through the :
ministry of Gloria Dei. Our regular offering is a sign of worship and
thanksgiving for all that God has done and continues to do. In our offer-
ing, we return to God a portion of what God has so graciously entrusted
to us. THANK YOU for remembering your offering as a regular part of
your worship!

SIMPLY GIVING - An increasing number of people at Gloria Dei are
using Simply Giving, an automatic withdrawal process operated through
Thrivent Financial. This process allows one to designate an offering
amount and a schedule for giving automatically. Forms for Simply Giv-
ing are available through the church office—722-3381. ** Note that
Simply Giving’s automatic withdrawal does not deduct a fee from the
donation amount, whereas giving by credit card on our website does
deduct a percentage fee.

REBUILDING + RENEWING THRU SEPTEMBER 2020
Campaign goal: $500,000

Actual pledges: $561,767

Pledges Rec'd: $517,634 92.14%

Pledges Remaining: $44,133

At the end of September, Gloria Dei had a total rev-
enue balance on hand of $197,262 with total pro-
jected expenses of $219,170 including the organ,
for a balance needed of $21,908. If all outstanding
campaign pledges of $44,133 are received, this will surpass projected
expenses by $22,225. Thank you for your faithful and generous giving!
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ADULT FORUM - All are welcome to join us for Zoom discussion on
Sunday mornings beginning at 8:45. Please join us! Meeting ID: 894
1732 0208 & Passcode: 812957 This month, we continue our discus-
sion of a new ELCA Social Message, a Lutheran Social Service up-
date, and additional topics TBA in the bulletin.

FIRST WORD - Our Tuesday noon bible study is offered weekly
through Zoom. Contact Pastor Carlson at pastor@gloriadeiduluth.org to
receive the link, or join by phone: 312-626-6799; ID: 651 575 089;
passcode: 092234

YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASS, Nov 4, 11, 18 - In addition to regu-
lar worship, our confirmation class will be focusing on Luther's Small
Catechism and faith practices. We meet most Wednesdays from 3:45-
4:45 p.m. on Zoom. All students in grades 7 & up are welcome—please
contact Pastor Dave.

RACIAL JUSTICE, Nov 4, 11, 18- Join Pastor Carlson =
for a Zoom discussion on racial justice on these Bt

Wednesdays from 7-8 p.m. As a reference point, peo- BEAN

ple are invited to order their own copy of How to Be An ANTIRAGIST

Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi. We are reading and dis- IBRAM §,
cuss the book in six parts, the first three parts this
month. All are welcome, and you don't need to have the
book to participate in the conversation. A Zoom link is
sent on Tuesdays, or join by phone: 312-626-6799; ID:
854-8529-9292; passcode: 273004.

CALLED TO ARISE, NOV 10, 17, 24 — Welcome to “Called to Arise:
Racism, Inequality and the Environment,” hosted conversations with
the Moments of Arising Videos, sponsored by the EcoFaith Network NE
MN Synod, Together Here’s Anti-Racism Team, and the St. Paul Area
Synod Care of Creation Work Group. Through videos created by the
Ecofaith Network and supplementary articles, this conversation ex-
plores the intersections of racism, inequality, and the environment, and
is being offered as a facilitated Zoom workshop series open to all. The
series starts this month, Tuesdays, Nov 10 — Dec 8 from 6:30-8:00 pm.
Register (free) at forms.gle/xfBzXv3m43HB2NTAS to receive the Zoom
link.

EARTH HARMONY STUDY GROUP, Nov 12 - The Oreck-Alpern In-
terreligious Forum of the College of St. Scholastica offers a study group
on environmental stewardship, facilitated by Pastor Carlson. These
sessions explore a variety of spiritual perspectives that recognize our
deep creaturely interrelatedness, lament our negative impact on the
earth’s well-being, and highlight our vocation as stewards. This month,
we are reading chapters All We Can Save: Truth, Courage, and Solu-
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tions for the Climate Crisis (2020) by Ayana Johnson and Katharine
Wilkinson, eds., a collection of essays by women at the forefront of the
climate movement. A Zoom meeting is planned from 8:00-9:00 a.m.; if
interested, please contact Pastor Carlson.

RELIGION & SCIENCE IN DIALOGUE, Nov 18 - Through the College
of St. Scholastica, Pastor Carlson facilitates a monthly discussion
group in the community on the topic of Religion and Science. The
group is lively and engaging and connects our readings with current
events and daily life. Newcomers are welcome! This month, we'’re
reading chapters in 1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before
Columbus (2006), by Charles Mann. A Zoom meeting is planned from
8:00-9:00 a.m.; if interested, please contact Pastor Carlson.
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EVANGELISM - WITNESS
1) Proclaim God’s saving Gospel of justification by grace for Christ’s
sake through faith alone, according to the apostolic witness in the Holy
Scripture, preserving and transmitting the Gospel faithfully to future
generations. 2) Carry out Christ’s Great Commission by reaching out
to all people to bring them to faith in Christ and by doing all ministry
with a global awareness consistent with the understanding of God as
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of all.

FELLOWSHIP— “KOINONIA”
Manifest the unity given to the people of God by living together in the
love of Christ and by joining with other Christians in prayer and action
to express and preserve the unity which the Spirit gives.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! With joy we welcome the following
new members into Gloria Dei’s family and ministry through the Affirma-
tion of Baptism on November 1.

+ Deb & Gary Clark - We recently moved from a lake home in Aitkin,
MN, where we have resided the past 12 years, and thought we would
live out our lives there, to a townhome in Hermantown because we
wanted to be closer to our family (David, Amanda & Nina). Gary is re-
tired from UPS, where he worked in business development, and Deb is
retired from nursing. We enjoy camping, biking, walking, golf, and
spending time with our granddaughter and her family. Deb grew up Lu-
theran and Gary grew up Catholic and became a member of the ELCA
in the 80s. At First Lutheran in Aitkin, we've been involved with a varie-
ty of ministries including WELCA, health, altar guild, worship, visitation,
men’s group, food shelf, and property. What drew us to Gloria Dei is it's
rich history and our connection with Linda Kalweit and Paul Steklenski,
who are Godparents to our son, David. We appreciate that Gloria Dei
holds the Liturgy in high regard. It has been extremely hard with the
COVID to really feel connected much yet, though we have attended
services in the past. We appreciate your patience and prayers.

WELCA NEWS

Each year, WELCA helps to support many W
groups/charities including CHUM, Habitat for Humani- Omen ofthe

ty, Seafarer’'s Ministry, Union Gospel Mission, Center &
for Changing Lives, UMD Campus Ministries, Gloria =7
Dei Parish Nurse, breakfast program and renovation. =

Since COVID-19 interfered with our annual Fall Fair
plans, Sharon Stenberg suggested an online Silent Auction. With Lin-

THANK YOU RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS

It takes $1000 per month to fund our ongoing Radio Ministry. As of
September 30, Radio Ministry has received $9,203 which is $203
ahead of our budget needs. Thanks to all who responded to the anni-
versary appeal in March—this generous figure reflects that. Thanks to
all who sponsor broadcasts and give regularly throughout the year.
Gifts of $245 to sponsor a Sunday or in any amount continue to make
this an important outreach.

+ Live Radio Broadcast Sundays 10:00 a.m. on AM
710 or FM 98.1 - WDSM Radio, since 1942

+ Live Audio stream Sundays at WDSM Radio
website https://wdsm710.com/ - click "Listen

Now" near the top. Gloria Dei’s website also has a
link to this service.

WORSHIP WITH THE RADIO (( ))
\

VIDEO STREAMING LIVE ON INTERNET OR PHONE

+ Live Video streaming of our worship is available each on Sunday
morning at 10:00 a.m. and during special worship services. This
streaming service is through Boxcast.

+ Visit: http://gloriadeiduluth.org/worship/livestreamingworship.html

DVD MINISTRY - For those who have neither Internet access nor reli-
able radio reception, please let Mary Gagnon and Gary Olson know:
525-7729. Efforts have begun to create and deliver DVDs of the Sun-
day video broadcast. Help making deliveries may also be needed.
Thanks to them and to all who can be part of this ministry.

WEBSITE WORK TEAM - The Council approved a or'4 0,
service agreement in October between Gloria Dei o 4
and the web design group Likewise to renew the * ¥
church website. The service agreement is broad and o
encompasses a vast amount, but the focus remains % b
on giving Gloria Dei (GD) a new web presence, of- oan ¢

fering time which is very valuable, and empowering
GD staff to learn and manage the website for contin-
ued use. Besides the initial website design and training, the agreement
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with First Lutheran Church in Duluth and Bethany Lutheran in Rice
Lake, Wisconsin. Both churches are discerning whether to become
RIC congregations.

- Health Cabinet: Kristen reported that Health Cabinet has been send-
ing notes to seniors who would normally be receiving visits. Leaf Art
projects have also been completed and will be delivered to seniors just
as geraniums were last spring. Kristen also reported that she is work-
ing on programming for resiliency and mental health which she hopes
will be presented to congregation members. There was also a virtual
visit at Ecumen recently.

- LSS: The virtual Fall Gala was very successful, leading for $1 million
in donations for LSS. Plans are in the works for a new building to re-
place Bethany Crisis Shelter, to be built on the same property.

- CHUM: In preparation for a possibility Gloria Dei might be called upon
to host a Warming Center again this winter, a WC Policy Team has
been meeting and reviewing with the Executive Committee possible
changes to the License Agreement.

FIRST SUNDAY FOOD SHELF, Nov 1 —We are
resuming our practice of bringing items on the first
Sunday of the month for the Chum Food Shelf,
which has seen increased use during the pan-

demic. Items can be brought to the wagon which “\ FOOD
will be under the canopy on the first Sunday be- ] 4 DONATIONS
tween 11:00 and 1:00 pm and delivered to the "

Food Shelf on Monday.

RUBY’S PANTRY (DRIVE-THRU), Nov 19 - ¢

Volunteers Needed At Ruby’s Pantry— ‘r“'ﬁ‘j 1 t]_
Coppertop, 3rd Thursday of Every Month, \.l 5
3:30-5:30pm: Set up for food distribution, b

5:30-6:45pm: Assist with food distribution, 6:45-7:30pm: Assist with
clean-up. For a $20.00 donation, people receive approximately two box-
es of food. Cash only, no income guidelines. If you are interested in
volunteering at Ruby’s Pantry-Coppertop, or for more information,
please contact First United Methodist Church at 727-5021, located at
230 E. Skyline Parkway, Duluth.

EDUCATION IN TANZANIA - Gloria Dei received a request from Pr.
Faith Lugazia a Lutheran theology professor in Tanzania, who has
preached at Gloria Dei while completing her PhD at Luther Seminary, to
help support her son Alpha’s high school expenses this coming year
and next. Service & Justice has set a goal of $1500 to cover 3 semes-
ters and has already received $1200—thank you! Make checks to Glo-
ria Dei with “Tanzania Scholarship” in the memo, any funds beyond the
goal will go to additional students, or to the Bukoba congregation, as we
continue to learn about the needs.
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da Kalweit working on the technical aspect, we are planning to hold the
Silent Auction in February, 2021, dates yet to be determined. WELCA
members and, in fact, all church members may donate items
(handmade items, purchased items), baked goods, services
(housecleaning, transportation, etc.) or vacation opportunities (use of a
camper trailer, etc).

Donors will take a picture of the item and email it to Linda Kalweit with a
description and the donor’'s name. Linda will transfer the information to
a separate page of the Gloria Dei website. Bidders will email or call
their bid to one WELCA member. High bid updates will be posted at 12
noon and 5 pm both days of the auction, without the bidder’s name at-
tached. Winning bidders will be notified at the end of the auction. If an
arrangement between the donor and the bidder can be reached about
exchanging items, that may be the easiest way to do that.

If that doesn’t work, some WELCA members will be available for pick-
up and delivery or perhaps meeting in the church parking lot would
work for some. Payments can be sent directly to WELCA treasurer,
Marlaine Willms.

This gives us all time to handcraft an item or think about what we have
to donate. Questions can be referred to Candice Maki, candice-
maki@yahoo.com ; Gayle Salmela, gaylesalmela@gmail.com or Sha-
ron Stenberg, sharonsw1943@gmail.com. Thank you for considering
participation in this event!

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR - Join us Sunday after worship, 11:00-12:00,
for congregational fellowship through Zoom, either with the link
(emailed Thursday) or by phone (312-626-6799; ID: 871- 8859-0793;
passcode: 062870). Though we miss being in-person, here is a chance
to check in weekly.

LIFE GROUPS - Neighborhood clusters of our congregation, that be-
gan gathering in person last year are now getting together via Zoom for
fellowship, reflection, and prayer. Leaders are reaching out to their Life
Groups with scheduled times to join either by video link or by phone. If
you would like to participate but don’t know when your group is meet-
ing, please contact Pastor Carlson at 722-3381 or pas-
tor@gloriadeiduluth.org.

HEALTHY CONNECT - Our Health Coordinator Kristen Bauerkemper
is organizing phone calls and other contacts with homebound and iso-
lated members. Please be in touch with Kristen 512-791-4237 or
krbauerkemper@gmail.com — if you:

+ would like to add someone on the prayer list... + are making cloth
face masks and are interested in distributing them... + need help get-
ting groceries or running an errand, or could help others do so... +
would like assistance with yard work tasks or a maintenance/repair pro-
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ject, or would like to be included on a list to help others with such pro-
jects. Thank you!

MEN IN MISSION, Nov 14 - Gentle- LU N

men/Men in Mission, this is an invitation IN

to our Zoom call on the second Saturday MEN MISSION
morning of the month at 9 am. | hope FLNENG (DT ISl N
most if not all of you will participate in this
call as my experience with Zoom has seen it greatly received and not
surprisingly well attended by most participants. Pastor David will send
out the link during the week and starts with a devotion. If you haven't
received a link before, please send him a note at pas-
tor@gloriadeiduluth.org, or participate by phone (312-626-6799; ID: 880
0565 0501; passcode: 136680 ). Please join us and be prepared to en-
joy reconnecting with each other. Hope to see you with us together on
Zoom. - Rick Troy

LGBT ELDERS & LARCC (at Gloria Dei). For more information, please
contact Kathleen Gates gatespea@centurylink.net or 624-4589.

MINISTRY OF SERVICE
Purpose: Serve in response to God'’s love to meet human needs, car-
ing for the sick and the aged, advocating dignity and justice for all peo-
ple, working for peace and reconciliation among the nations, and
standing with the poor and the powerless and committing to their
needs.

HEALTH CARE COORDINATOR REPORT Cantral Hillside ﬁ""
Prior to the pandemic, the Gloria Dei Health e
Cabinet and Care Team hosted rotating monthly i
gatherings at various local senior care facilities. ,u p
In November, we would have gathered at Ecu- —
men Lakeshore for prayer, song, and a chance "o Gt
to visit. As an alternative to this gathering, we'’re
hoping that some congregation members may be interested in mailing
notes or cards to our Ecumen Lakeshore members as a way to main-
tain congregational connections during the pandemic. Please contact
me if you would like to participate!
Community Health Highlight
St. Louis County residents who are experiencing financial hardships
due to COVID-19, may be eligible for funds that the county has re-
ceived through the CARES Act, COVID19 Housing Assistance Program
(CHAP), and Economic Assistance. If you would like to learn more
and/or apply, call 211. And, please share this resource information with
others!
Amidst the ongoing challenges of the pandemic, our senses are gifts
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that can help ground us in the present moment. Here’s a simple tech-
nique that can help us shift our focus away from anxious or unhealthy
thought patterns and toward our surroundings, inviting gratitude and
thankfulness into our hearts.

Sit quietly. Take a deep breath. Look around you and notice:

5 things you can see

4 things you can physically feel

3 things you can hear

2 things you can smell

1 thing you can taste

(source: mayoclinichealthsystem.org)

And, inspired by our intergenerational Sunday school “My Story,
God’s Story, Our Story” theme of LOVE for the month of November,
here is a Bible verse to carry and hold in our hearts:
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres...And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.
But the greatest of these is love.
1 Corinthians 13:4-7, 13

I'm thankful for our Gloria Dei community!
Kristen Bauerkemper
krbauerkemper@gmail.com

SUPPORT FOR MYERS-WILKINS SCHOOL - We just learned that we
are able to continue our support of students and staff at Myers Wilkin
school by re-shelving library books on Wednesdays -when the students
and most staff are absent from the building. We already have two volun-
teers who did this work last year and we are looking for more volunteers
who feel this is an activity they are able to do. We also are continuing to
supply snacks for the Angel Closet — these can be dropped off at the
school office on Wednesdays as well. The recommendations are small
sized snacks (can be in bulk) like Goldfish crackers, Teddy Graham
crackers, small sized granola bars, animal crackers, apples or clemen-
tines. Any questions, contact Julie Jagim

SERVICE & JUSTICE UPDATE

Char Matheson, council liaison

- Neighborhood Breakfast has been cancelled for the eighth time in its
history. Neighborhood Breakfast funds will continue to be utilized to
safely provide meals to our community in other ways.

- Ruby’s Pantry: Sue Anderson, Paul Steklenski, and Patti Maguire vol-
unteer at Ruby’s Pantry every month. Sue reported that numbers of
shares provided are creeping up with 178 shares totaling 23,000
pounds of food being distributed last month.

- Welcoming Ministries: Carol Kelley and Sue Anderson are working



