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Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens,
Candles of love to inspire all my living,
Candles that will burn all year long.
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among others,
To make music in the heart.
– Howard Thurman, theologian
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I will light candles this Christmas;
Candles of joy despite all sadness;
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch,
Candles of courage for fears ever present;

Dear friends in Christ,
This poem was shared at our worship and music committee meeting last
month, a gift for reflection on the season and the year ahead. “The work of
Christmas” is something God does through his Son and continues to do today
through the body of Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Later this month, we will hear in worship the source of Thurman’s inspiration
in Jesus’ own words, when he comes to his hometown and reads from the
prophet Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed
me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18-19; Isaiah 61:1-2).
Epiphany is a season of light, emerging small at first through the birth of the
Christ Child in Bethlehem and through a star that guides magi from other nationalities to worship him, and culminating in the dazzling light of our Lord’s
transfiguration. Like the meaning of the word, Epiphany is also a season of
“aha” moments. As the light grows so also does awareness of who Jesus is,
how God’s purposes are revealed in his teaching and healing, and therefore
how God is at work in the world despite sadness, despair, darkness and fear.
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Some see Jesus’ quotation as his personal mission statement. Indeed, when
he sits down after reading from the scroll of Isaiah, he says to the people,
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21). Jesus
identifies with the “me” Isaiah wrote about the Spirit anointing and sending
with certain emphases for ministry. And as Jesus own ministry unfolds, we
see those very emphases: lifting the poor, the lost, the broken, the blind, the
hungry, the captive, and the oppressed with God’s love.
What a helpful reminder to us at the beginning of a year when we are planning to relocate our ministry to the Hillside neighborhood, that these same
emphases also characterize the ministry of those whom Jesus calls to follow
him. I see these emphases in:
+ Our mission statement, “Empowered by Christ’s love, Gloria Dei reaches
out as an inclusive, welcoming church, through worship and social action,” a
statement that is referenced at each Moving Forward committee meeting.
+ Our vision statement, which contains this section: “Our social action is rooted in God’s justice and compassion, caring for local and global neighbors
with courage, dignity, and attention to the whole person.”
+ The booklet we use in new member classes, Baptized We Live by Lutheran
pastor Dan Erlander, who refers to the same scene of Jesus reading from
Isaiah in his section on discipleship as “a way of following” Jesus in a ministry that includes “dedication to human liberation” and “solidarity” with the pain
of the world.
+ The book our council has read this past year, The Cross in Our Context by
Canadian theologian Douglas John Hall, who in the chapter we discussed
last month writes: “Discipleship of the crucified Christ is characterized by a
faith that drives its adherents into the world with a relentlessness and a daring they could not manage on the basis of human volition alone” (p. 183) –
that is, faithful ministry is only possible through the Holy Spirit.
I’m thankful for several opportunities this month to grow more deeply in identity and mission, through the calling and sending of the same Spirit:
+ Baptism of Our Lord, Jan 13 – giving thanks for the gift of baptism
+ New bible study on the prophet Isaiah, Jan 16 & 23
+ Bishop’s Convocation on Mental Health, Jan 19 – open to all (see p. 7)
+ Neighborhood Breakfast, Jan 26
+ Annual Meeting, Jan 27
+ Throughout the month, the Long Range Planning Team encourages you to
find yourself on our citywide map, check your entry in the church directory,
and wear your nametag to cultivate parish relationships.
My family and I thank God for the light you reflect in our lives, and for a very
worshipful season. We look forward to our shared ministry in the New Year!
See you in worship!
+ Pastor David Carlson
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JANUARY 2019 EARTH STEWARDSHIP TIPS
 Corporate farming is humorously said to be
the miracle of turning crude oil into food. It
inefficiently takes about 10 calories of
crude oil in the form of fuel, synthetic fertilizers and pesticides to produce one calorie
of food energy in our diet. It also produces
one fifth of the greenhouse gases.
 Plowing farm land may look like a great
way to get plant material back into the soil.
But when the soil is exposed to the air the
life within it decays quickly and carbon is emitted. Professor Rattan Lal estimates that at least 50 percent of the carbon in the
earth’s soils has been released into the atmosphere over the past
centuries.
 Regenerative agriculture techniques - a new approach - brings
carbon back into the soil. More carbon stored in soil organic matter means microbial life proliferates, soil texture improves, roots go
deeper, nutrient uptake is enhanced, water retention increases,
plants are more pest resistant, and little or no fertilizers are necessary. (But petroleum/chemical companies will lose money.)
 If you’ve never heard about regenerative agriculture and land use
practices to naturally sequester a critical mass of CO2 in the soil
and forests, you’re not alone. A well-kept secret in the world today is that global warming and the climate crisis have roots in inefficient corporate farming.

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

1 ~ Per Amundson
3 ~ Scott Komarek
3 ~ Wesley Rowe
4 ~ Drew Anderson
4 ~ Charles Ralph
5 ~ Thomas Aitken
5 ~ Paul Steklenksi
8 ~ Asher Hensel
11 ~ Sandi Johnson
11 ~ Gary Olson
14 ~ Lloyd Curtis

14 ~ Colleen Martin
14 ~ Paul Uecker
17 ~ Amanda Switzer
19 ~ Tim Raun
25 ~ Oscar Velez Crane
26 ~ Connie Anderson
28 ~ Robert Asleson
29 ~ Myrna Matheson
29 ~ Tom Uecker
29 ~ Sam Winesett
30 ~ Jean Starkey
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- Final design for the entrance canopy has been approved. Construction
of the planter area will not occur until spring. Final cost bids for the 3rd
Street front planter and entrance canopy were $89,000 above initial estimates.
- As we look at the financial dashboard, anticipated expenses exceed
anticipated revenues by $439,000. We did receive $36,529.79 on a Duluth Energy Systems rebate. We are working on the required submission
of paid costs to Brotherhood Mutual for release of $100,000 to cover
costs for code upgrades. Any remaining amount in the contingency fund
as well as any unused construction costs will be returned to the congregation. $276,447 currently remains in the contingency fund. We have
submitted three grants (with one more possible submission) and continue
fundraising opportunities to meet these costs. A transition task force is
being established to look at the coordination and planning for our move
back into Gloria Dei.
Ryan Jagim, Moving Forward Chair
TRANSITION TASK FORCE
The purpose of this task force is coordination and communication of
logistics for transition and “living into” the new Gloria Dei space. The task
force will provide a centralized place for coordination of activities between
December 2018 and December 2019 that includes:
+ Identifying tasks and key contacts for those tasks, and
+ the process and timeline for special events and celebrations.
The task force will involve many other committees and groups with responsibilities for specific areas of transition logistics, such as the Worship
committee (with choir, musicians and altar guild) in planning for the first
rehearsal of conducting a worship service in the new space, etc.
An initial list of transition subject areas (in no particular order) includes:
- Cleaning after the construction ends
- Moving pianos, furniture, and other items
- Worship practice/rehearsal in the new sanctuary
- Storage, security, and maintenance considerations
- Special events and celebrations
More will be shared at the Annual Meeting. For more information, contact Julie Jagim, Karen Bockelman, Terri Erickson, or Pastor Carlson.
A NOTE FROM ELCA
MISSION INVESTMENT FUND
Dear friends of Gloria Dei,
A blessed Christmas to all of you. It was a great joy to work with you on
the “Rebuilding + Renewing” campaign. You are good and faithful stewards—with a passion to share the good news of Christ once again in
downtown Duluth. I share your excitement to return to your beautiful
church home. God’s blessings, Pastor Jon B. Olson

JANUARY LESSONS
Sunday, January 6, 2019 Epiphany of Our Lord
Epiphany means “manifestation.” On this day we
celebrate the revelation of Christ to the Gentiles—
that is, to all nations. Some Christian traditions celebrate three great epiphanies on this day: the magi’s
adoration of the Christ child, Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River,
and his first miracle, in which he changes water into wine. The
word and sacraments are for us the great epiphany of God’s grace
and mercy. We go forth to witness to the light that shines brightly in
our midst. Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14, Ephesians 3:1-12,
Matthew 2:1-12
Sunday, January 13, 2019 Baptism of Our Lord
The Baptism of Our Lord cannot help but recall our
own and all baptismal blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as daughters and sons, the gift of
the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty
God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers
. . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again, for this assembly,
and we receive the gift of the beloved Son of God in bread and
wine. Isaiah 43:1-7, Psalm 29, Acts 8:14-17, Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Sunday, January 20, 2019 Second Sunday after Epiphany
The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate
the revelation of the glory of God to us as it was
made known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s
banks at the baptism of Jesus—today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s people
“as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride.” By the
power of the Spirit there are gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and see. Isaiah 62:1-5,
Psalm 36:5-10, 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, John 2:1-11
Sunday, January 27, 2019 Third Sunday after Epiphany
The glory of the Lord is revealed in the reading of
scripture. People stand at attention. People weep.
People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of
the church is another reflection of the glory of God.
Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in
the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up.
Glimpse the glory of God. Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10, Psalm 19, 1
Corinthians 12:12-31a, Luke 4:14-21
Join us for a look at the text for the next Sunday every Tuesday at 12 Noon at the Synod building. All are welcome!
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+ LIFE’S LANDMARKS +
Funeral
June Chesney, Dec 5
** NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING —JAN 27, 2019 **
The Annual Report includes reports from committees and ministries,
nominations for Council, and the 2019 Budget. Finished reports will be
ready to pick up a week or so before the meeting, which will convene
at 10:00 a.m. Sunday, January 27, and resume after worship. Please
read and bring your reports to the meeting.
CONSTITUTIONAL UPDATE - The ELCA Model Constitution for Congregations was last updated at the 2016 Churchwide Assembly and the
Gloria Dei Council proposes adopting these changes into our constitution at the Annual Meeting in January. A summary was presented at
the Parish Conversation Nov 4 and an adult forum Nov 18. Notebooks
of the full proposed constitution with highlighted portions showing sections that are new and unique to Gloria Dei are available in the narthex.

MINISTRY OF WORSHIP
Worship God in proclamation of the Word and administration of the
sacraments and through lives of prayer, praise, thanksgiving, witness,
and service.
THANK YOU to all who have worked so hard to make this Christmas season so meaningful.
 Chelsea, Patti, and Pastor Dave for directing and leading the music for our Sunday School Christmas program. Thanks to all parents, other adult leaders, Kristen Hylenski for singing in German,
and especially the children who sang the songs, played music
(Martha C.), and were readers.
 Thanks to all who helped make the Santa Lucia observance so
meaningful this year, especially Paul Steklenski for the cardamom
buns, other coffee servers who brought plentiful food, Linda K for
telling the story of Lucia in pictures Steve for leading the singing,
and all children who participated!
 The choir, directors Stan Wold and Katheryn Hamm, and our organists Mary Garmer and Barbara Erickson – thanks for your dedication and beautiful music throughout the season.
 Thanks to special musicians Martha Carlson and Kathy Neff on
Christmas Eve and Char Matheson the 1st Sunday of Christmas.
 One Bread, our worship band, enhanced our worship earlier in the
month—thanks all of you!
 Sound and radio technicians Doug, Scott and Brian, and videographer Linda got the Word out; thank you.

SIMPLY GIVING - An increasing number of people at Gloria Dei are
using Simply Giving, an automatic withdrawal process operated through
Thrivent Financial. This process allows one to designate an offering
amount and a schedule for giving automatically. Forms for Simply Giving
are available through the church office—722-3381.
2019 TITHING ENVELOPES are available in the narthex. Please be sure
to pick yours up today after worship. Thank you.
INITIAL OFFERING - In your offering envelope box, the first envelope is
called the Initial Offering. We are encouraged to put at least $3.00 in that
envelope to cover the cost of offering envelopes. Thanks!
MOVING FORWARD UPDATE
These updates were shared at the
Council on Dec 19, 2018:
- We have a signed contract with
Ratigan Schlotter for building pews
and chairs. Production is expected to
take 90 to 120 days. We do have an option of providing assistance for installation for a savings of $1391.
- Wes from Fenris Organ met with our architect and several congregation
members to finalize organ placement. He indicated that the pipes for the
organ have been ordered but construction has not yet started.
- Plastering of the sanctuary ceiling and walls and is expected to be completed in six weeks. EFIS installation on the 59’addition wall and the new
construction around the exterior elevator shaft wall has been completed.
- Floor and wall tiles are being installed in the bathrooms and soon the fixtures will be installed. Kitchen construction and installation of kitchen fixtures has been delayed as code issues are being addressed.
- As wiring for fixtures, AV equipment, and Internet is completed, ceilings
and walls will be completed throughout the building. Lighting fixtures for the
rebuilding have been received and that installation will occur once the ceilings have been completed.
- Denny Hovde and Dean Hauge (local carpenters/organ builders) were
selected by the worship committee to design and construct chancel furnishings.
- Old World Windows continues to prepare the window frames for installment of the protective window covers followed by the anticipated installation
of the stained-glass windows. The timing of this installation will be dependent upon the completion of the plastering of the sanctuary. Old World Windows will also be replacing the bell tower windows and the third Avenue
doorways (additional $47,000 cost).
- The elevator has been installed, but usage will be delayed due to a delay
in the installation of a separate telephone line required by code.
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WORSHIP WITH THE RADIO
+ Live Radio Broadcast Sundays 10:00 a.m. on AM 710 or FM 98.1 WDSM Radio, since 1942
+ Live Audio stream Sundays at WDSM Radio website https://wdsm710.com/ - click "Listen Now" near the top. Gloria Dei’s
website also has a link to this service.
VIDEO STREAMING LIVE ON THE INTERNET
+ Live Video streaming of our worship is available each on Sunday
morning at 10:00 a.m. and during special worship services
+ Visit: http://gloriadeiduluth.org/worship/livestreamingworship.html
+ Or, download “Sunday Streams” app on your phone: ID is gloriadeiduluth. This app offers viewing and recorded worship services.

STEWARDSHIP
Our stewardship celebrates the abundance and the value of God’s gifts,
practicing sustainability and generosity as joyful expressions of God’s
love for all creation.
FINANCE REPORT THRU NOVEMBER 2018
Needed per month $19,500; per week $4,500
Envelope Offerings:
Budget, 11 months $214,500
Actual, 11 months $225,231 105.0%
Difference, ahead $10,731
Thank you for supporting God’s Mission through the
ministry of Gloria Dei. Our regular offering is a sign of worship and
thanksgiving for all that God has done and continues to do. In our offering, we return to God a portion of what God has so graciously entrusted
to us. THANK YOU for remembering your offering as a regular part of
your worship!
PLEDGE CARDS - THANK YOU – Thanks to all those who turned their
commitment cards in. As of Dec 18 we have received 62 commitment
cards, for a total of $185,862, and more continue to be received. If you
have not yet turned yours in please do so. It’s not too late to complete
a card! Your commitment is very important in planning our budget for
2019. If you have and questions, please contact Kathy Wimer at 7271987. Additional cards are available in the Narthex.
YEAR END STATEMENTS will be available by mid-month. Please
pick up your statement in Sunday worship beginning January 13.
Thank you!




The Altar Guild for their dedication during the extra services.
Thanks to all who gave poinsettias and extra ministry gifts this year.

SAMARITAN SUNDAY, Jan 6 - Thanks for remembering: 1) canned
food items to help replenish the CHUM Food Shelf, which are brought
forward as part of our offering. 2) Our loose cash offering on the first
Sunday has for several years gone to the Gabriel Fund, a ministry started by Gloria Dei and other Central Hillside parishes and managed
through CHUM, for direct assistance to the needy.
EUCHARIST AT EDGEWOOD & AFTENRO, Jan 2 & 13 - Each
month, Gloria Dei conducts a service and fellowship time at a senior
residential home. This month a Holy Communion service will be held at
Edgewood Vista on Wednesday, January 2 at 1:00 p.m. in the chapel,
and also at Aftenro on Sunday, January 13 at 2:00 p.m. in the chapel.
All are welcome.
CHOIR REHEARSAL- 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan 2. The choir
has weekly rehearsals at 8:30 a.m., on each Sunday except when the
band plays. For more information, please contact Director of Music
Stan Wold, 728-5925.
ONE BREAD, Jan 20 - Thanks to One Bread, our worship band, for
accompanying worship once a month, this month with God Give Us Life
liturgy by Ray Makeever. Other Sundays, liturgy will be accompanied
with piano and choir. We thank God for the gifts of all musicians at
Gloria Dei!
RIC SUNDAY, Jan 27 - With other “Reconciling in Christ” congregations around the country, we celebrate the grace of God seen in the
radical hospitality of Jesus and we seek to reflect it in Gloria Dei’s
longstanding welcome to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons into full participation in the church.

MINISTRY OF DISCIPLESHIP
Nurture members in the Word of God so as to grow in faith and hope
and love, to see daily life as the primary setting for the exercise of our
Christian calling, and to use our gifts of the spirit for our life together
and for our calling in the world.
INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL, Jan 6 - “ Seasons of the
Church Year.” From earliest times Christians have organized the
church’s worship life around major events that follow the biblical life of
Jesus (Christmas, Epiphany, Easter, Ascension), times of preparation
(Advent, Lent), and growth in faith through the power of the Spirit
(Pentecost). The rhythm of the church year invites us anew to see God
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active in the world today and respond to Christ’s call toward deeper discipleship in every time and place. Join us once a month for singing,
bible verses, crafts and conversations that will focus on God’s enduring
faithfulness throughout the changing seasons. See you there!
SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING 2018-19– Since hunger is a concern for
people of faith in every church season, this year, the Sunday School will
be raising funds to support two efforts that alleviate hunger, one local
(Loaves & Fishes) and one global (ELCA World Hunger Appeal), with
the goal of raising $500 for each project. Thank you!
YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASS, Jan 9, 16, 23 & 30 - In addition to
regular worship, our confirmation class will be focusing on Luther’s
Small Catechism and the Marks of Discipleship. We meet most
Wednesdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m. at the church offices. All families with
students in grades 7 & up are welcome—please speak to Pastor Dave.
ADULT FAITH FORUM – All are welcome to join us at 8:45:
Jan 6 - Intergenerational Sunday School - “Seasons of the Church Year”
Jan 13, 20, 27 - Reading Biblical Literature DVD discussion
EARTH HARMONY STUDY GROUP, Jan 10 - The Oreck-Alpern Interreligious Forum of the College of St. Scholastica offers a study group on
environmental stewardship, facilitated by Pastor Carlson. These sessions explore a variety of spiritual perspectives that recognize our deep
creaturely interrelatedness, lament our negative impact on the earth’s
well-being, and highlight our vocation as stewards. This study group
usually meets on the second Thursday, from 8-9 a.m. at Sara’s Table.
We are reading Part 4 of In Search of the Good Life by Rebecca Peters.
RELIGION & SCIENCE IN DIALOGUE, Jan 16 - 8 a.m. at Valentini’s
(London Rd). Through the College of St. Scholastica, Pastor Carlson
facilitates a monthly discussion group in the community on the topic of
Religion and Science. The group is lively and engaging and connects
our readings with current events and daily life. Newcomers are welcome! This month, we’re reading the last chapters of Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer.
PROPHETS BIBLE STUDY: ISAIAH 1-39, Jan 16 & 23 - Jim Bailey
and Pastor David offer a bible study series that will examine the prophets, select Wednesday evenings at Faith 6:30-8:00 pm. This month and
next four sessions are planned for Isaiah chapters 1-39: Jan 16 & 23
and Feb 13 & 20. Outlines prepared by retired Wartburg Seminary Prof.
Jim Bailey, selected passages, explanatory handouts, and group discussion. We hope to include you in this rich, participatory Dwelling in
the Word!
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COMMUNITY CONNECT, Jan 24, 9-2 This is a day of resources and direct services all in one place on one day - these
include free lunch, hair trims, free winter
apparel, gift bags with hygiene items,
and a variety of organizations that provide housing, domestic violence support,
addiction recovery, children's programming, and many other necessities. Gloria Dei has supported this event in a variety of different ways
over the years. This year the Service and Justice Committee has
helped with raising funds during the December 30th coffee hour to contribute towards paying for IDs and birth certificates. For other volunteer
opportunities with Community Connect please talk to Chelsea
(Chelsea.froemke@gmail.com).
NEIGHBORHOOD BREAKFAST, Jan 26—
HAPPY 13TH ANNIVERSARY! - All are welcome
to join us for our free fourth Saturday Neighborhood Breakfast from 9:00-10:30 a.m. at St. Mary
Star of the Sea. Hunger takes no vacation—we
can use your help any time from 7:30 to 11:30.
Please let Paul (728-6206) or Carol K. (525-6098) know if you can
help.

EVANGELISM - WITNESS
1) Proclaim God’s saving Gospel of justification by grace for Christ’s
sake through faith alone, according to the apostolic witness in the Holy
Scripture, preserving and transmitting the Gospel faithfully to future
generations. 2) Carry out Christ’s Great Commission by reaching out
to all people to bring them to faith in Christ and by doing all ministry
with a global awareness consistent with the understanding of God as
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of all.
THANK YOU RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS
It takes $1000 per month to fund our ongoing
Radio Ministry. As of November 30, Radio
Ministry has received $9,091 which is $1909
behind our budget needs. Receipts include
funds from the anniversary appeal in March,
and there is ongoing funding need. Thanks to
all who sponsor broadcasts and give regularly
throughout the year. Gifts of $230 to sponsor
a Sunday or in any amount continue to make
this an important outreach.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! May you receive healing in all ways during
2019. From Isaiah 43:19, "Look, I am about to do something new; even
now it is coming. Do you not see it?"
Care Team Meeting - January 13, 11:30 front of the Sanctuary. This
will be our annual memorial meeting and review of the Care Team mission. Please join us if you would like to be part of this healing ministry.
Health Resolutions for 2019:
 Get moving! Increased physical activity helps your heart, energy,
and attitude.

Eat better! More vegetables and fruits, and less junk food.
www.healthyweightnetwork.com
 Stop smoking! This is good for you and those around you.
 Wash your hands! This will help you avoid colds and the flu. Get
a flu shot too
 SLEEP 8 hours! Research says Americans on average on
sleep 6.5 hours a night
VOLUNTEER TAX PREPARERS & GREETERS. Once
again CHUM will sponsor volunteer tax preparation through
AARP. If you have an interest in joining the CHUM group
as a tax preparer or greeter, please contact Tom Uecker:
tluecker1@msn.com or 218-525-4173. Training is provided by AARP, and you can select the time periods that you
would like to help.
CHUM - Help eliminate plastic bag use.
CHUM is collecting reusable grocery bags
to be given to clients for their use at the
Food Shelf. Clients will be encouraged to reuse the bangs so that plastic
bag use can be eliminated. If you have bags to donate, please place in
the box at church and they will be delivered to CHUM. Thanks for your
help.
RUBY’S PANTRY, Jan 17 Volunteers Needed At Ruby’s Pantry—
Coppertop, 3rd Thursday of Every Month, 3:30-5:30pm: Set up for food
distribution, 5:30-6:45pm: Assist with food distribution, 6:45-7:30pm: Assist with clean-up.
For a $20.00 donation, people receive approximately two boxes of food. Cash only, no income guidelines. If you are interested in volunteering at Ruby’s Pantry-Coppertop, please contact First United Methodist Church at 727-5021, located at 230 E. Skyline Parkway, Duluth.

THEOLOGY UNCAPPED, Jan 17 - “A Bishop's Role as a Shepherd of
Christ's Flock” featuring Bishop Tom Aitken of the Northeastern MN
Synod ELCA and Bishop Paul Sirba of the Catholic Diocese of Duluth.
Thursday, January 17th, 2019 at 6:30pm, St. Benedict Catholic Church,
1419 St. Benedict Street Duluth. Theology Uncapped is a Catholic
group with a dedicated goal of bringing people closer together through
educational discussions centered around faith-based topics. We hold
three events a year that are open to people of all faiths. Each
event includes an informative speaker(s) that will discuss a topic of
faith from differing points of view. A catered meal is included to help
facilitate fellowship and hopefully foster new relationships among those
that may have opposing viewpoints. Seating for each event is limited,
so registration is required. Cost is $20 for supper and beverage. Registration online at https://theologyuncapped.org/.
BISHOP’S CONVOCATION ON MENTAL HEALTH & FAITH, Jan 19 “Names Free, Labels Bind.” Guest Speaker is the Rev. Dr. Hollie HoltWoehl, Adjunct Professor, Luther Seminary, Saturday, January 19,
2019 - 1:00-4:00 p.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 418 8th Ave NE,
Brainerd, MN. This Convocation is open to all people; you may invite
friends who are asking questions about Faith and Mental Illness.
Please register by visiting (www.nemnsynod.org) or call the synod office: 218-724-4424.

TWIN PORTS MLK TRIBUTE - Jan 21
+ March | 10am Gather & 11am March Off
Washington Center, 310 N 1st Ave W
+ Rally | 12pm - DECC, 350 Harbor Dr.
More weekend events to be announced. See: duluthnaacp.org/mlk.
TRAVELING TEXT STUDY, Jan 22 - Most “First Word” bible studies
on Tuesdays at 12 noon are in the conference room in the lower level
of the Synod Building. All are welcome! But once a month, we are
invited to the home of Marianne Kjolhaug - either meet us there, or arrive at the church office by 11:45 to carpool. The Word is on the move!

FELLOWSHIP— “KOINONIA”
Manifest the unity given to the people of God by living together in the
love of Christ and by joining with other Christians in prayer and action
to express and preserve the unity which the Spirit gives.
GLORIA DEI QUILTERS, Jan 8 - Quilters meet the
1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm at the former Faith
building and put together warm and colorful quilts that are
then donated to Lutheran World Relief and other needy or-
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ganizations. Newcomers are welcome. No sewing experience necessary.
For questions, call Marianne Kjolhaug at 722-1493. If you can help, please
join us! We can teach you all that needs to be done! Our goal is 30 quilts so
helpers are appreciated!
MARTHA CIRCLE, Jan 10 - We gather on the 2nd Thursday of each
month through May, with a bible study and conversation starting at 9:30 AM
at St. Ann's in the west meeting room. Please join us!
EVE GATHERING, Jan 15 - We resume our meetings and
bible studies on the 3rd Tuesday each month through May.
The group meets at church at 5:30 p.m. with a lite pot-luck
and bible study (from the Gather magazine). All women in
the congregation are welcome to attend.
LGBT ELDERS - meets the 2nd Saturday each month at 10:00 a.m. at First
United Methodist Church (The Coppertop). For more information, please
contact Kathleen Gates gatespea@centurylink.net or 624-4589.
YELLOW T-SHIRTS - Another order is being placed for “God’s Work, Our
Hands” T-shirts with Gloria Dei’s name on the back, starting at just $8.
Please see Donna during coffee hour.
BOOK CLUB - Come along to join in some upcoming
reading adventures. Meetings are in the Faith building at
9:30 a.m. on the dates listed below.
- January 21 - The Great Alone, Kristin Hannah, join the
group for review and discussion at 9:30 am at the Faith
Building. All are welcome. For more information, call Carol
Kelley 525-6098
- February 18 - The First Women: The Grace and Power of America's First
Ladies, Kate Andersen Bower
ANNUAL VALENTINE PARTY, Feb 9 - Gloria Dei's
annual Valentine Party will be held on Saturday, February 9 from noon to 2:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian
Church on 3rd Ave East and 2nd St. A picnic lunch will
be served. Our favorite fun maker, Terrence Smith will
be with us for music and a variety of rousing activities.
You can decorate cookies and make a Valentine for
that someone special. There will be treats and prizes
for all ages. Your help is needed: We can use some
pans of red jello, unfrosted heart-shaped cookies, colored frosting, cans of
beans, liter bottles of soda, hot dogs and buns, and potato chips. Prizes also
needed: A variety of prizes are needed to ensure that everyone who attends
gets something. Any small item would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

MINISTRY OF SERVICE
Purpose: Serve in response to God’s love to meet human needs, caring
for the sick and the aged, advocating dignity and justice for all people,
working for peace and reconciliation among the nations, and standing
with the poor and the powerless and committing to their needs.
CHAPLAIN'S REPORT -Patti Maguire
As we prepared our hearts during Advent, I
began by attending the Synod Council meeting at
Salem Lutheran Church in Hermantown on Dec
1st. It is a privilege to work with members of
churches all over NE Minnesota on the business
of our synod .
Pastor Greg Garmer preached at St Ann's on the first Sunday of
December while the Pastor and I along with other members attended
the commemoration of Nelson Mandela's 100 year birthday at St
Mark's AME Church. With Carol Kelley's help we brought fellowship
treats to our friends at St Ann's on Dec. 13th. The worship service at
Edgewood Vista is scheduled for 1:15 PM on Wednesday, Jan 2nd in
their chapel. The Pastor is also going to be preaching at Aftenroe
Sunday, Jan 13th at 2 PM. Please call me of you need a ride to any of
the monthly services sponsored by the Health Cabinet and the Care
Team.
Other activities this month included the Santa Lucia celebration on
Dec 9th, and our wonderful Children Christmas program on Dec 16th. I
coordinated the Book Fair in November and December. On Dec 10th I
was at a very interesting Ethics Lunch & Learn at Essentia Health and
on the 13th the Parish Nurses from NE Minnesota and NW Wisconsin
held a joint Christmas meeting. Through the generosity of some great
bakers, I was able to deliver 12 and a half dozen cookies for the St
Louis Co Jail Christmas party on Dec 11th.
Especially in Advent and the Christmas season, Gloria Dei's Care
Team continues to call, visit and bring communion to congregation
members who can't always get to church. These connections to our
church are a life-line for our shut-ins. We recently lost June Chesney,
one of our long-time radio listeners and faithful assisted living residents. We pray for her family and for all who mourn or suffer ailments;
Lord, help them remember they are forever part of your church family.
Please thank the members of the Care Team for their devoted service.
At year end, annual reports and statistics are gathered. Please see
the annual report for the final counts of my activities as Chaplain under
the Central Hillside Parish Nurse Program (CHPNP) during 2018. Being involved with the parish nurses in our region is such a blessing because I've gotten to know such great people as we share we do health
ministries in our various churches.

