WORSHIP LEADERS - APRIL 2019

Page 16

Vol. 23 Issue 4

DEI BY DAY

April 2019

Organist

Assisting
Minister

Altar Guild

Reader

Acolytes

Communion
Assistant

Nursery
Attendants

Sound
Technician

Ushers

Counters

Coffee
Servers

A place called home with comfort for the weary; a place called
home of nourishment and rest; a place called home that welcomes in the stranger, where one unknown becomes a welcome
guest, where love can find a human habitation; God grant us all
this grace: a place called home.
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A place called home where tenderness can flourish; a place called home, a
haven from all harm; a place called home where children sleep in safety,
where hurts are healed, a shelter from the storm, where peace can find a human habitation; God grant us all this grace: a place called home.
A place called home, a promise for tomorrow; a place called home, a vision
handed down; a place called home for all God’s sons and daughters, where
love prevails and peace is ever found; where hope can find a human habitation; God grant us all this grace: a place called home.
A place called home for every human being; a place called home where arms
are open wide; a place called home where all extend the welcome, where
none are lost, alone or cast aside, but members of a single human family.
God grant us grace to build a place called home.
– Michael Joncas
From the Pastor
Last month as we gathered in thankful remembrance for the life of one of our
members, we sang these words to the tune Finlandia. This member had loved
hearing them repeatedly with other songs on a CD recording during her final
months, and her family and I found deep meaning in including them in the
service, partly as they expressed some of her own yearning for her eternal
home with God.
Indeed the promise of resurrection that is the center of our Christian faith –
which we proclaim at funerals and celebrate at Easter – is God’s response to
that yearning. “When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into
his death,” the Apostle Paul writes, in a passage quoted at the beginning of
the funeral liturgy. “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death,
so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death
like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like
his” (Romans 6:3-5). Paul assures the early church, and the church today,
that “if we have died with Christ, we will also live with him” (6:8).
Yet in addition to an eternal home, the resurrection of our Lord also provides
a vision for God’s renewal of this life. The eternal promises of God fulfilled in
Jesus are seen not only in his rising from the grave but also in his earthly ministry. Comfort, nourishment, welcome and love; safety, healing, shelter and
peace; justice, family, inclusion and hope – this is how the song above articulates God’s intentions for this life. Yearning for them to be realized – not just
in the life to come, but again, in this life – the song concludes with petitions
that God would grant us grace through providing – and enabling us to build –
a place called home.
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Needless to say, the words in that last verse I also heard as a prayer in light
of Gloria Dei’s post-fire reconstruction: “God grant us grace to build a place
called home.” During the past 15 months, and indeed the past three years,
we have been engaged in building a place to call home. The facility that
housed Gloria Dei’s ministry for over a century has been redesigned, reoriented, reimagined, and reconstructed as a renewed instrument of God’s mission in and beyond Duluth’s Central Hillside.
For newcomers as well as members who have known the old building, it will
be a process of discovery and adapting to new surroundings. As we relocate
our congregation’s center of gravity, please pray with me that God would
grant us patience, grace, and faithful vision in every ministry as we seek to
participate in God’s mission from that renewed space. For the home-building
God’s intends, Christ’s renewal of this life, is not only about four walls, it’s
about relationships with God, each other, our neighbors, and all of creation.
That we might reflect God’s intentions in these relationships, it’s a good time
to remember our mission statement: “Empowered by Christ’s love, Gloria Dei
reaches out as an inclusive, welcoming church through worship and social
action.” Our vision statement also articulates the kind of church (the kind of
home) we seek to be and become, by God’s grace: “We Are Gloria Dei –
+ Our worship proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity, welcoming all to receive and share God’s grace in Word and Sacrament, through
the power of the Holy Spirit.
+ Our faith grows in dialogue with everyday life, encountering and sharing
the Word of God in written, spoken, and tangible ways.
+ Our diverse parish family finds unity in Christ’s reconciling love, building
relationships of accompaniment that extend across the city and across the
world.
+ Our social action is rooted in God’s justice and compassion, caring for
local and global neighbors with courage, dignity, and attention to the whole
person.
+ Our stewardship celebrates the abundance and the value of God’s gifts,
practicing sustainability and generosity as joyful expressions of God’s love
for all creation.”
Standing before our charred building three years ago, I said in an interview
that was not the end, for “The church is the people of God, and we believe in
the resurrection.” As we begin a new chapter in Gloria Dei’s life and ministry,
we give God thanks and praise for the grace we have experienced, grace
that enables ministry to continue, grace that leads us home.
See you in worship!
+ Pastor David Carlson
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PARISH CONVERSATION, Apr 7 - In an effort to increase communication and awareness in the parish, Pastor David and the Council have
planned quarterly “parish conversations” after worship, during which
everyone can hear updates about various ministries, including our rebuilding process, receive a quarterly financial report, and become more
aware of parish leaders, newcomers, and upcoming events.
MAUNDY THURSDAY
Assisting Minister - Chelsea Froemke
Organist - Mary Garmer
Reader– Duane Stucke
Acolytes - TBA
Ushers - Duane & Alison Stucke
Altar Guild - Barb R., Jackie D., Kathy W.
GOOD FRIDAY
Assisting Minister - Patti Maguire
Organist - Barbara Erickson
Reader– John Mc., Karen B., Julie J., Ryan J., Steve
W., Molly W., Marcia T.,
Acolytes - Esmeralda & Deonta Lew
Ushers - Sue Anderson
Altar Guild - Barb R. Sue Anderson & Judy Oman
EASTER VIGIL
Assisting Minister - Kristin Hylenski
Organist - Mary Garmer
Reader– Jim B., Greg G., Candice M., Rick T.
Acolytes - Martha Carlson
Ushers - Rick & Marcia Troy
Altar Guild - Barb Renick, Marlaine W. & Alison S.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
2 ~ Neil Weberg
6 ~ Rick Troy
12 ~ Gloria Oja
14 ~ Eric Hill
15 ~ Madeline Gonsoir
17 ~ Tim Jorgensen
19 ~ Cassy Johnson
20 ~ Ainsley Aaseng

20 ~ Bev Pehkonen
20 ~ Katie Carlson
21 ~ Joey Peterson
23 ~ LaRayne Malone
25 ~ Brita Dahlquist
28 ~ Russell Wikblad
30 ~ Austin Wimer
30 ~ Donna Gerdes

Page 14

EASTER GIFTS

You may want to give a gift to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church on the occasion of Easter this year. You may choose to give a lily for the sanctuary.
Each lily will be $15.00. Or, consider giving a gift (any amount) to a ministry fund:
Bukoba Parish
Rebuilding Fund
CHUM
Gabriel Project
ELCA World Hunger (Holy Cow Award)
Extra gift for the “General Fund”
Ingrian Lutheran Church of Russia
LSS Center for Changing Lives
Mission Endowment Fund
Neighborhood Breakfast Fund
Parish Nurse Fund
Radio Ministry Fund
Transportation Fund
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry Camperships
Youth Fund
You may place your donation into the offering plate and be sure to mark
it “Easter Gift” with a designation. All donations and forms must be received by Monday April 8, 2019. Please include this form with your
gift. Lilies or gifts to funds may be given in memory or in honor
and all names will be listed in the Easter Morning bulletin and the May
Dei by Day.
In Memory of _____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
In Honor of _______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

Gift: Lily or Fund: Circle One_________________________________
From:____________________________________________________
Please fill in the information and drop this form into the offering plate
with your donation, or fill it out, drop it off at the office or mail it to the
church office. If you are mailing it in, please be sure to send it early
enough to reach the office by the deadline. Thank you.

APRIL LESSONS
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Sunday, April 7, 2019 Fifth Sunday in Lent
The Lord our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel Mary anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his burial. In the second reading we recall the transformation of Saul, the persecutor, into Paul, the
apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises daily from the deadly mire of trespasses and sins.
Isaiah 43:16-21, Psalm 126, Philippians 3:4b-14, John 12:1-8
Sunday, April 14, 2019 Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday
The voice of the suffering savior, Jesus, can be heard in the prophet
Isaiah’s words and the pleading of the psalm. We are invited into the
agony of our Lord in the extended reading of the story of Jesus’ passion. In the second reading, we who have put on Christ in holy baptism
are urged to let the mind of Christ be our own. Lent leads us to this
holy moment. Embrace it.
Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-16, Philippians 2:5-11,
Luke 22:14--23:56
Sunday, April 21, 2019 Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day
“This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in
it.” God has indeed raised from the dead the one who was put to death
“by hanging him on a tree.” Alleluia! God allows Jesus to appear “to us
who were chosen by God as witnesses” in holy baptism and invites us
to eat and drink at the table of the risen Christ. Alleluia!
Acts 10:34-43, Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24, 1 Corinthians 15:19-26,
Luke 24:1-12
Sunday, April 28, 2019 Second Sunday of Easter
In spite of all we have heard and all that we have seen, it is often hard
to believe. Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the
Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to
believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to believe, the Lord Jesus
will return to us again and again in the mystery of the holy communion,
inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his peace.
Acts 5:27-32, Psalm 118:14-29, Revelation 1:4-8, John 20:19-31
Join us for a look at the text for the next Sunday every Tuesday at
12 Noon at the Synod building. All are welcome!

+ LIFE’S LANDMARKS +
Funeral
Marie Lindemann, March 15
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MINISTRY OF WORSHIP
Worship God in proclamation of the Word and administration of the
sacraments and through lives of prayer, praise, thanksgiving, witness,
and service.
CHOIR REHEARSAL, Apr 3 - The choir has weekly rehearsals at 8:30
a.m., on each Sunday except when the band plays, and on the first
Wednesday, this month Apr 3 at 7:30 p.m. following worship. For more
information, please contact Director of Music Stan Wold, 728-5925.
LENT WEDNESDAYS – Apr 3, 10
5:15 Soup Supper (downstairs)
5:45 Lenten Bible Study: “What We’ve Been
Missing: Luke 8:26-10:42”
Bible Study Themes: Mental Health… Discipleship…
Mission… Neighbor… Hospitality
7:00 Evening worship in the sanctuary
SAMARITAN SUNDAY, Apr 7 - Thanks for remembering: 1) canned
food items to help replenish the CHUM Food Shelf, which are brought
forward as part of our offering. 2) Our loose cash offering on the first
Sunday has for several years gone to the Gabriel Fund, a ministry started by Gloria Dei and other Central Hillside parishes and managed
through CHUM, for direct assistance to the needy.
EUCHARIST AT ST. ANN’S, Apr 7 - Each month, Gloria Dei conducts
a service and fellowship time at a senior residential home. This month a
Holy Communion service will be held at St. Ann’s Senior Residence on
Sunday, April 7 at 3:00 p.m. in the chapel.
APRIL WORSHIP TIMES & PLACES - In preparation for our relocation
to Gloria Dei’s 6th Avenue building, please keep our congregation in
your prayers and mark your calendar for these special events:
+ April 7 - Final Sunday worship at the Faith building, 10:00 a.m. Eucharist and Service of Leave-Taking, 11:00 a.m. Parish Conversation
and thanksgiving for the hospitality of the people of Faith and the Synod
+ April 10 - Final Lent Wednesday soup supper, study and worship at
the Faith building, 5:15-7:30 p.m.
+ April 14 - Palm Sunday, optional 7:30 a.m. walk from Faith building to
Gloria Dei’s 6th Ave building (estimated 2 hours, 5 miles); Eucharist
and Telling of the Passion of Our Lord; no coffee hour
+ April 18,19, 20 - The Three Days, worship at 7:00 p.m. each night,
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil
+ April 21 - The Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Day, Festival Eucharist at both 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

TRANSITION NEWS—SPECIAL REMINDERS
The excitement about moving back to our Gloria Dei building is
high, but the first few Sundays will have some special challenges.
Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter services will all be at the Gloria Dei site. There will be NO coffee hour or Sunday School on Palm
Sunday or Easter. There will, however, be lots of activity with choir and
Sunday School rehearsals as well as organizing ushers, greeters,
readers, acolytes, etc. Before those services will not be a good time to
ask for a tour!
There will be two services on Easter Sunday at 8:00 and 10:00 a.m.
This will present some challenges with regard to parking and the transition time between services. Please help to make that transition smooth
by freeing up your parking space for someone else.
The Neighborhood Breakfast on April 27 will be at St. Mary Star of
the Sea. The first breakfast at Gloria Dei will be May 25.
The worship service on April 28 will include a rededication of the
church. Bishop Tom Aiken will be present. There will be coffee that
Sunday and an Open House from 1:00 to 3:00 the afternoon. We have
people signed up to be hosts and to provide coffee and treats for the
Open House, but we'd like 3-5 additional hosts to talk with visitors. This
is our witness and invitation to the community to engage with us.
There will also be an Open House on May 5 from 11:00 a.m. (after
worship) until 2:00 p.m. This is offered as a special opportunity for
those attending the Northeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly in Duluth
to see our renewed building. Many congregations and individuals in the
synod have supported our efforts with prayer and financial gifts. Again,
we would like some extra hosts to talk with visitors.
APRIL SHOWER BRINGS KITCHEN POWER - We need your help in
supplying our new kitchens with equipment to get them functioning.
1. Drop in at Target registry. Gloria first name, Dei last name. Find
Gloria and. Carol's Charity registry.
2. Go on line to Target.com
3. Give a gift card or cash to Sharon Stenberg, Gayle Salmela, or
Carol Kelley and your shopping will be done for you.
Thank you for your help. Watch for other opportunities along the way
as time goes along.
PASTOR IN WASHINGTON DC, Apr 29-May 2 - Bishops, ELCA staff
and leaders will gather in D.C. for high-level involvement around the
theme “Prepared to Care: Our Advocacy in Light of Disasters Intensified by Climate Change.” At the 2019 Convening, we will hear current
trends and initiatives; be equipped to advocate on policies that address
climate policy, disaster readiness, and disaster response; engage with
our elected leaders during Congressional office visits on Capitol Hill;
and live out the unique Lutheran contribution to public witness.
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MOVING FORWARD REPORT
The months of construction are
in the final stages as we sprint to
meet the Palm Sunday relocation
to Gloria Dei at 6th Ave. Carpenters are putting up the woodwork
trim and cabinetry in the sanctuary, the treads on the stairway are being completed, and final electrical and wiring is being installed for lighting controls, fire and security systems, and sound systems. Stained
glass windows for the sanctuary walls will be completed March 26, but
the altar window installation is delayed until the thermal panes arrive
April 4.
Elevator inspection is scheduled for March 29, and pre-inspection
testing of the fire and safety, security, heating, airflow, sprinkler systems is completed or in progress. Final inspection is scheduled for April
3 with the understanding that the floods in Nebraska have delayed
completion and delivery of our pews and subsequent installation of the
carpet. If you have experienced a flood situation, we pray for the people whose homes and livelihoods were affected in Nebraska, and we
are hopeful they can also get their plant back into production so we can
have pews in our first services.
Completion of our 3rd street planter and main entrance canopy will
occur later this spring.
We have been working closely with the Transition Task Force as we
address the multiple components of relocating to 6th Avenue. Thanks to
all those volunteers who have helped with planning, moving, cleaning,
decision making, and cleaning.
Here is the current financial information based on Gloria Dei Jan
2019 Rebuilding Fund’s Report and Johnson Wilson financials through
Feb 28, 2019:
Overall Total Revenue
$1,081,975
EXPENSES (current balance)
$1,434,971
Balance Needed
$ 352,966
We have an anticipated pledge balance of $272,129 and additional
anticipated expense balance of $94,000. $240,362 currently remains in
the Johnson Wilson contingency fund. Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation
informed us that we were awarded a $5,000 grant for our community
kitchen. We will be presenting our request for a St. Luke’s Foundation
grant on April 1. Costs for sanctuary furnishings and paraments, fellowship hall and kitchen furnishings, as well as furnishings for the narthex,
offices, and rooms in the educational building are not included in these
figures. Overall, it looks like we may have funds available to address
these costs.

+ April 28 - Second Sunday of Easter, 10:00 a.m. Eucharist and rededication of the new building with Bishop Tom Aitken; first coffee hour using the new kitchen

Ryan Jagim, Moving Forward Chair

ADULT FAITH FORUM – All are welcome to join us at 8:45:
Apr 7 - Intergenerational Sunday School “Seasons of the Church Year”

HEARTS ON FIRE: GLORIA DEI OPEN HOUSES
Disciples’ hearts were “burning” when the Risen Christ
spoke to them on the road, opened scriptures and
broke bread with them. Over the past three years since
our fire, we too have encountered the Lord in the solidarity, hospitality,
and generosity of many. With gratitude for the new life God has kindled
in our hearts for ministry, Gloria Dei invites you to celebrate with us in
our rebuilt facility at 219 N. 6th Ave. E., Duluth MN 55805. One open
house is planned especially to welcome Voting Members after Synod
Assembly worship on Sunday, May 5, and there are also other times:
+ Sunday April 28, 1-3 pm
+ Sunday May 5, 11 am-2 pm
+ Saturday May 25, 1-3 pm
+ Sunday May 26, 1-3 pm
These are wonderful opportunities to for members to attend, not only to
show others our new building but also to listen and engage neighbors in
conversation about ministry possibilities in the Hillside.

MINISTRY OF DISCIPLESHIP
Nurture members in the Word of God so as to grow in faith and hope
and love, to see daily life as the primary setting for the exercise of our
Christian calling, and to use our gifts of the spirit for our life together
and for our calling in the world.
INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL, Apr 7 - “ Seasons of the
Church Year.” From earliest times Christians have organized the
church’s worship life around major events that follow the biblical life of
Jesus (Christmas, Epiphany, Easter, Ascension), times of preparation
(Advent, Lent), and growth in faith through the power of the Spirit
(Pentecost). The rhythm of the church year invites us anew to see God
active in the world today and respond to Christ’s call toward deeper discipleship in every time and place. Join us once a month for singing,
bible verses, crafts and conversations that will focus on God’s enduring
faithfulness throughout the changing seasons. See you there!
SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING 2018-19– Since hunger is a concern
for people of faith in every church season, this year, the Sunday School
will be raising funds to support two efforts that alleviate hunger, one
local (Loaves & Fishes) and one global (ELCA World Hunger Appeal),
with the goal of raising $500 for each project. Thank you!
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Apr 14 - No forum planned, optional procession from Faith bldg to 6th Ave
Apr 21 - No forum planned, worship at 8 & 10 a.m.
Apr 28 - Conversation with Bishop Tom Aitken
PEACE & JUSTICE SERIES AT CSS, Apr 9 - The 2018-19 season of the
Alworth Peace & Justice Series examines the roots of Israeli-Palestinian conflict and explores paths to resolution. “Celebrating the Culture of Palestine”
will be presented on Tuesday, April 9, 7:30 p.m. at Mitchell Auditorium, St.
Scholastica. Siblings Hussein and Aminah Musa have a deep connection to
Palestine and have recently returned from a trip there to visit family and
friends. They are founders of PaliRoots, an American clothing company that
promotes Palestinian culture. They donate 10 percent of their profits to Palestinian charities.Hussein and Aminah will speak about Palestinian life and
traditions and why this culture is important to them. Free, open to the public.
EARTH HARMONY STUDY GROUP, Apr 11 - The Oreck-Alpern Interreligious Forum of the College of St. Scholastica offers a study group on environmental stewardship, facilitated by Pastor Carlson. These sessions explore a variety of spiritual perspectives that recognize our deep creaturely
interrelatedness, lament our negative impact on the earth’s well-being, and
highlight our vocation as stewards. This study group usually meets on the
second Thursday, from 8-9 a.m. at Sara’s Table. This month, we continue
our reading of Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer.
GROWING INTO A BELOVED COMMUNITY: HOW IS DULUTH DOING?,
Apr 12 - Chum invites you to an evening with the Rt. Rev. Brian N. Prior,
Bishop of the Diocese of Minnesota in the Episcopal Church, on Friday April
12, 2019 3:30 - 7:30 p.m., hosted by St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 1710 E.
Superior St. Join us for all or part of the evening: 3:30 Fellowship, 4:00 What
are the benchmarks for a Beloved Community? 5:30 Meatless dinner provided, 6:00 Keynote, 7:00 Dessert and conversation. Register through
www.chumduluth.org or 720-6521.
TRAVELING TEXT STUDY, Apr 23 - Most “First Word” bible studies on
Tuesdays at 12 noon are in the conference room in the lower level of the
Synod Building. All are welcome! But once a month, we are invited to the
home of Marianne Kjolhaug - either meet us there, or arrive at the church
office by 11:45 to carpool. The Word is on the move!
RELIGION & SCIENCE IN DIALOGUE, Apr 24 - 8 a.m. at Valentini’s
(London Rd). Through the College of St. Scholastica, Pastor Carlson facilitates a monthly discussion group in the community on the topic of Religion
and Science. The group is lively and engaging and connects our readings
with current events and daily life. Newcomers are welcome! This month,
we’re reading Part 2 of Interactive World, Interactive God, edited by Carol
Albright, John Albright, and Mladen Turk.
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“Call it regenerative or organic farming, very few people are aware
of this important solution to the many decades of CO2 build-up. The
irony is that sequestering carbon back into the soil solves multiple
problems. It reduces CO2 in the atmosphere, it increases soil fertility, and it helps farmers grow healthier, safer crops by using fewer
harmful petrochemicals.”
If organic farming is so environmentally beneficial, why isn’t it more
profitable? Because, while organic farmers can sell their crops in the
marketplace, NO markets exist where buyers will pay farmers for
soil fertility. Markets cannot develop for the production of many
types of environmental benefits: dams for flood protection, national
parks, healthy air and water, stable climate…., necessitating government intervention.

EVANGELISM - WITNESS
1) Proclaim God’s saving Gospel of justification by grace for Christ’s sake
through faith alone, according to the apostolic witness in the Holy Scripture,
preserving and transmitting the Gospel faithfully to future generations. 2) Carry
out Christ’s Great Commission by reaching out to all people to bring them to
faith in Christ and by doing all ministry with a global awareness consistent with
the understanding of God as Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of all.

THANK YOU RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS
It takes $1000 per month to fund our ongoing Radio Ministry. As of February 28, Radio Ministry has received $892 which is $1,108 behind our
budget needs. Thanks to all who responded to the anniversary appeal
in March—those will be included in next month’s report. Thanks to all
who sponsor broadcasts and give regularly throughout the year. Gifts of
$230 to sponsor a Sunday or in any amount continue to make this an
important outreach.
WORSHIP WITH THE RADIO
+ Live Radio Broadcast Sundays 10:00 a.m. on AM 710 or FM 98.1 WDSM Radio, since 1942
+ Live Audio stream Sundays at WDSM Radio website https://wdsm710.com/ - click "Listen Now" near the top. Gloria Dei’s
website also has a link to this service.
VIDEO STREAMING LIVE ON INTERNET OR PHONE
+ Live Video streaming of our worship is available each on Sunday
morning at 10:00 a.m. and during special worship services
+ Visit: http://gloriadeiduluth.org/worship/livestreamingworship.html
+ Or, download “Sunday Streams” app on your phone: ID is gloriadeiduluth. This app offers viewing and recorded worship services.
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FINANCE REPORT THRU FEBRUARY 2019
Needed per month $20,208; per week $4,664
Envelope Offerings:
Budget, 2 months $40,417
Actual, 1 month $36,475 90.2%
Difference, behind $3,942
Thank you for supporting God’s Mission through the
ministry of Gloria Dei. Our regular offering is a sign of worship and
thanksgiving for all that God has done and continues to do. In our offering, we return to God a portion of what God has so graciously entrusted
to us. THANK YOU for remembering your offering as a regular part of
your worship!
HOLY COW! Keep those coins flowing into your jar, can or barrel. Noisy
offering will be collected on Palm Sunday, April 14th at Gloria Dei. A
JOYFUL NOISE WILL BE HEARD!
YOUTH CLIMATE CONVENING, Apr 12 - Join youth from our region at
Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College to learn about climate
change and solutions to climate change! This event will feature local storytellers and organizations to highlight climate change solutions in the
Fond du Lac/Cloquet community. Friday, April 12th, 12-2:30pm, includes
resource fair, convening, and workshops. Free and open to the public.
MANY RELIGIONS, ONE EARTH, Apr 28 - An Interfaith Panel Discussion hosted at the Unitarian Congregation of Duluth, 835 W. Collage St.,
2:00–4:00 p.m. A panel of spokespersons representing different faith
communities in the Twin Ports will share the ways in which they draw
upon the spiritual and ethical resources of their respective traditions to
support environmental awareness and responsibility. The program is a
joint effort of UUCD and the Arrowhead Chapter of Minnesota Interfaith
Power & Light network.
APRIL EARTH STEWARDSHIP TIPS
 A University of St. Louis study found that organic
farms growing corn, soybeans and small grains consumed 60% less energy and had 33% less soil erosion than conventional petrochemical farms. And although organic farms are more labor intensive and
yields are slightly lower, this is completely offset by
the radical reduction in use and cost of petrochemical inputs.
 Environmentalist, Paul Hawken, author of “Drawdown,” says that
moving to renewable energy, while necessary, will do nothing to
draw down the legacy load of CO2 already stored in the atmosphere.
To draw down that load, we need to replace petrochemical farming
with regenerative farming that sequesters CO2 back into the soil.

YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASS, Apr 3, 17 & 24 - In addition to regular worship, our confirmation class will be focusing on Luther’s Small
Catechism and the Marks of Discipleship. We meet most Wednesdays
from 4:00-5:00 p.m. at the church offices. All families with students in
grades 7 & up are welcome—please speak to Pastor Dave.

FELLOWSHIP— “KOINONIA”
Manifest the unity given to the people of God by living together in the
love of Christ and by joining with other Christians in prayer and action
to express and preserve the unity which the Spirit gives.
GLORIA DEI QUILTERS, April 2 - Quilters meet the
1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm at the former Faith building and put together warm and colorful quilts that are then donated to Lutheran World Relief and other needy organizations. Newcomers are welcome. No sewing experience necessary. For questions, call Marianne Kjolhaug at 722-1493. If you can help,
please join us! We can teach you all that needs to be done! Our goal is
30 quilts so helpers are appreciated!
BOOK CLUB, April 15 - Join the group for review and discussion at 9:30 am at the Faith Building. The books to read and discuss are:
- Almost Everything (notes on hope) by Anne Lott on Monday April 15
- Braiding Sweetgrass, by Robin Kimmer on Monday May 20.
No book discussions for the summer months. Resume meeting on Monday September 16 with Educated, by Tara Westover.
All are welcome. For more information, call Carol Kelley 525-6098.
EVE GATHERING, April 23 - We resume our meetings and bible studies
on the 4th Tuesday this month due to Holy Week. The group meets at
church at 5:30 p.m. with a lite pot-luck and bible study (from the Gather
magazine). All women in the congregation are welcome to attend.
MARTHA CIRCLE, May 9 - Martha Circle has chosen to skip their April
Bible Study in favor of the moving/cleaning projects leading up to Palm
Sunday. Please put in the calendar and in the copy that Martha Circle
will not meet in April. In May we will resume meeting on the second
Thursday of the month, May 9, at 9:30 AT CHURCH! The lesson will be
the April issue of the Gather Magazine.
CHURCH SOFTBALL The Dei Dreamers are about to impart on another fun-filled season. All skill levels of this co-ed team are welcome to
join in the fun! There will be two practice get-togethers in May prior to
the start of the church softball season to shake off the winter rust! The
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season starts the end of May. Games are on Tuesdays at
either 6, 7 or 8PM at Wheeler Field. We are also looking
for folks to come and cheer. Myrna Matheson brings
noisemakers to the games for this group of folks in the
bleachers to use. If you are interested in being part of the
team or have questions... please contact Paul at church or by email at
psteklenski@gmail.com. GO DEI DREAMERS!
LGBT ELDERS - meets the 2nd Saturday each month at 10:00 a.m. at
First United Methodist Church (The Coppertop). For more information,
please contact Kathleen Gates gatespea@centurylink.net or 624-4589.

MINISTRY OF SERVICE
Purpose: Serve in response to God’s love to meet human needs, caring for the sick and the aged, advocating dignity and justice for all people, working for peace and reconciliation among the nations, and
standing with the poor and the powerless and committing to their
needs.
CHAPLAIN REPORT - Patti Maguire
Spring is here! Snow is melting and the potholes are
everywhere! March was filled with a variety of events.
We began our journey through Lent with worship on Ash
Wednesday, March 6th. We have continued with
Wednesday Soup Suppers, Bible study and Holden Evening Prayer.
The Pastor preached at St Ann's the first Sunday in March and will
again on April 7th. The Health Cabinet team brought fellowship treats
to our friends at St Ann's on March 12th. April 3rd, we will worship with
our friends at Edgewood Vista at 1:00 in their Chapel. Please join us if
this is convenient for you.
During Lent, the Care Team as well as the Pastor and I, make a
special effort to see all shut-ins and those who can't always get to
church. Please contact me if you or a friend would like a personal visit
during this time leading up to Easter. Please keep all our ailing congregation members in prayer and grieve with those who have lost loved
ones this month. Help all who are grieving to know their loved ones
rest in the arms of their Lord.
My plan is to move out of our offices in the Synod Building in early
April and try to get organized in our new space at Gloria Dei. I will be in
California for April 4-9 for the Why Christian conference in San Francisco. If something comes up, contact the Pastor or me on my cell.
AED Planning: As noted in last month's Dei by Day newsletter, the
Health Cabinet has determined a real need to install at least one Automatic External Defibrillator in our new space. Of course, we hope to
never have to use it, but if someone collapses we will have a tool to
shock the heart and possibly save a life.
I have been exploring how other churches have set up their pro-

grams, as well as the costs associated with acquiring an AED. Policies
and procedures are important. We will need of a team of folks trained to
use the AED. Please let me know if you have CPR and AED training
and are willing to be part of the team. Training and certification in CPR
and AED will be offered during the summer. One person will also be responsible for monthly maintenance checks
The cost for an AED is about $1400 and would have some on-going
maintenance costs for batteries and supplies. Anyone interested in donating to this specific item can contact me.
PRAYER - According to the March LIVING LUTHERAN:
Prayer isn't about getting God to see things from our perspective.
It's about God getting us to see things from God's perspective.
NEWS FROM OUR SEMINARIAN - Cassie Borges will be serving her
internship year at St. Peter's Lutheran Church in Bay City, Texas, southwest of Houston. She and husband Richard plan to be in Duluth for her
to preach at Gloria Dei in summer before going to Bay City in August.
RUBY’S PANTRY April 18 - Volunteers
Needed At Ruby’s Pantry—Coppertop,
3rd Thursday of Every Month, 3:30-5:30pm:
Set up for food distribution, 5:30-6:45pm: Assist with food distribution, 6:45-7:30pm: Assist with clean-up. For a
$20.00 donation, people receive approximately two boxes of food. Cash
only, no income guidelines. If you are interested in volunteering at Ruby’s Pantry-Coppertop, please contact First United Methodist Church at
727-5021, located at 230 E. Skyline Parkway, Duluth.
NEIGHBORHOOD BREAKFAST, April 27 - All are
welcome to join us for our free fourth Saturday Neighborhood Breakfast from 9:00-10:30 a.m. at St. Mary
Star of the Sea. Hunger takes no vacation—we can
use your help any time from 7:30 to 11:30. Please let Paul (728-6206) or
Carol K. (525-6098) know if you can help.

STEWARDSHIP
Our stewardship celebrates the abundance and the value of God’s gifts,
practicing sustainability and generosity as joyful expressions of God’s
love for all creation.
SIMPLY GIVING - An increasing number of people at Gloria Dei are
using Simply Giving, an automatic withdrawal process operated through
Thrivent Financial. This process allows one to designate an offering
amount and a schedule for giving automatically. Forms for Simply Giving are available through the church office—722-3381.

