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Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?
– ELW # 798

Dear friends in Christ,
Listen, God is calling. Throughout history, people of faith have sensed
God calling them, nudging them, inviting them into a deeper relationship
with God that would shape their lives and the lives of those around them.
For some, it meant resisting Pharaoh’s oppression and becoming instruments of God’s liberating love in the exodus. For others, it meant speaking a prophetic word of justice that challenged those in power and comforted the powerless. In hearing and responding to God’s call, some recognized in their positions of leadership a way God could use them. Disciples left old patterns of life and entered new ways of living when Jesus
called them. And in bearing Christ in the world, the church today learns
from all who have responded to God’s call.
God’s call is our Lenten Bible study focus this year on Wednesday evenings. In his understanding of vocation, Martin Luther taught that we are
all called by God, though we may serve faithfully in different ways. A person didn’t need to be a monk or a nun to serve God, but in daily life and
in ordinary work God is glorified. So in addition to exploring call stories
related to the above themes from the Old and New Testaments, we will
also hear pastors and laypeople from within our church family share
about their sense of call:
+ March 4 – Jerry Erickson & Greg Garmer
+ March 11 – Chelsea Froemke & Dan Lew
+ March 18 – Steve Dalager & Steve Wlosinski
+ March 25 – Daphne Amundson & Karen Bockelman
+ April 1 – John & Rhonda Degelau
How is God calling you? Us? As Luther explains in the Small Catechism, “I believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit
has called me through the gospel….” Our callings are cultivated and
nourished through God’s Spirit alive in the worshiping community, gathering us around Word and Sacrament and sending us out in service to others. This month, I pray that in our hearing and reflecting on God's call in
light of scripture and each other’s lives, the Spirit will deepen in each of
us our own personal sense of call and also help us in our communal process of discerning God's call for the church in the world today.
See you in worship!
+ Pastor David Carlson
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On February 9, 2020, all five conferences of our synod met in assemblies,
and part of their agendas focused on the next step in the bishop election process. Nominees for synod bishop, or their designees at other locations, each
had 2 minutes to speak. The following is Pastor Carlson’s statement.
+ + +
I have served churches in three different conferences of our synod since
1998, asking questions with them: What is God doing in the world, and how
might we participate with God in it?
With Gloria Dei for over 14 years, such questions have led us to try to reflect
an expanding view of God’s love for the world – a deeper welcome of
LGBTQ people, caring for the earth, and building relationships with neighbors
of all kinds. What kept us centered after our church fire was listening – to
God in scripture and prayer, to each other, and to the community. God’s
abundant grace was palpable, and new possibilities to accompany others
with Jesus’ love emerged: from providing space in our building for a Warming
Center to starting a synod group for peace and justice in the Middle East.
What is God doing in your community? How has God's Spirit gifted you?
Every context is different. As bishop, I would help leaders navigate these
questions. Serving churches in rural and small town settings of our synod,
as well as Duluth, has helped me appreciate the depth of faith and resilience
of all congregations that face challenges and yet keep cultivating a broad
scope of God’s love for the world. I’ve seen it in Russian companion synod
visits I have led, in hospital solar panels and quilts for World Hunger, in youth
I sang with in the band on the Synod Journey to Houston, and in my experiences of leading adaptive change.
I love this synod. I want to discern next steps with you. And I believe the
promise of the Gospel is nothing less than the care and redemption of all
God has made.
+ + +
Pastor David Carlson is among four nominees for synod bishop whose profiles can be viewed at the synod website: www.nemnsynod.org. They will
appear in person at three Bishop Candidate Forums this month: Thursday,
March 12 at Calvary Lutheran in Mora 7:00 p.m., Friday, March 13 at St. Andrew's Lutheran in Grand Rapids 7:00 p.m., and Saturday, March 14 at
Grace Lutheran in Hermantown 2:00 p.m. All are welcome to attend these
gatherings to learn more about the candidates and hear from them. The
bishop election will take place during the Northeastern MN Synod Assembly
May 1-3 at the DECC. Thank you for keeping Pastor Carlson, all candidates,
and the synod in your prayers, for the guidance of the Holy Spirit.



ing in companies that are not transparent in reporting their position
on environmental targets.”
“BlackRock’s 2020 annual letter pressures corporations to disclose
the measurable plans they have to limit global warming. What the
United Nations finds difficult to achieve with scientific studies,
could start becoming a reality thanks to investment funds - the
players with real weight in the financing and capitalization of corporations around the world.”

ECOFAITH SUMMIT, Mar 28 - In Earth’s distress, we
sing the promise of renewal… “Now the Green Blade
Rises: Raising A Grassroots Movement Among the
People of God” on Saturday, Mar 28, 2020 at Bethlehem Lutheran in Brainerd, 9 am Registration, 9:303:30 summit.
What will happen at the summit?
Worship that sings Easter for the whole creation +
Breakout sessions for worship and grassroots action in
your congregation and community + Young activists share what motivates them + How to have conversations about important yet sensitive
environmental issues + Networking for musicians, students, creation
care teams + church gardeners + youth leaders + preachers + and
more.
Organized by the Ecofaith Network of the Northeastern MN Synod,
ELCA. Cost is $20 per person / $10 up to age 25. Online registration
opens Feb 1 at nemnsynodecofaithsummit2020.eventbrite.com.
For more information, speak to Tom Uecker or Pastor Carlson.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
1 ~ Deb Hannu
1 ~ Kristin Wold
3 ~ Judith Anderson-Bauer
4 ~ Nancy Gangeness
4 ~ Eldora Recksiedler
6 ~ Judy Bailey
6 ~ Adrian Erickson
6 ~ Theresa Johnson
6 ~ Donna Kallio
7 ~ Gerald Erickson
8 ~ Karen Bockelman
8 ~ Pearl Johnson
8 ~ Marlaine Willms
9 ~ John Maki
13 ~ Teagen Tessier
14 ~ Grace Birdseye

15 ~ Madeline Pass
15 ~ Mark Peterson
16 ~ Jim Bailey
17 ~ Andy Johnson
18 ~ Eliza Bauerkemper
18 ~ Maia Dalager
18 ~ Barbara Erickson
18 ~ Alison Stucke
19 ~ Betty Woltersdorff
21 ~ Marianne Kjolhaug
21 ~ Stan Wold
26 ~ Brenda Lufholm
27 ~ Campbell Florence
27 ~ Greg Stevens
30 ~ Marcia Troy
31 ~ Raine Amundson
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members visiting Liberia saw these needs and have raised money for
another Lutheran hospital--Phebe--to have solar panels. Now
$183,000 is needed for the estimated $593,000 cost of the panels for
Curran. This will allow the hospital fund to be used for staff and supplies instead of diesel fuel. Let's do our part to help solve this problem!
Food Waste reminders: 1. Many drop sites will give you a free
bag--see brochures on the Hillside room bulletin board 2. If a food
waste drop site is not convenient, bring your bag on Sunday and put it
in the large one in the Hillside room.3. Remember that the city turns
the food waste into usable compost for gardens to help plants grow.
Paul Douglas, Minnesota Meteorologist and contributor to PBS and
The Minneapolis Star Tribune, will be in Duluth on Saturday, April 4 to
present “A Christian Case for Climate Action.” The event will be at
First United Methodist Church, “The Coppertop,” 230 E. Skyline Parkway in Duluth. Noon – 1:30 p.m. Free and open to the public. Presented by the Lake Superior Network of Minnesota Interfaith Power
and Light, an interfaith coalition working to address climate change.
For questions, please contact Bret Pence at bretpence@mnipl.org or
218-343-2527
EARTH STEWARDSHIP TIPS—MARCH
 “At the beginning of this century, renewable
energy technologies were expensive and
inefficient; incapable of meeting our energy
needs. In a revolution at least as profound
as the industrial revolution, wind and solar
engineering and manufacturing have
changed everything; we now have the technological capacity to largely leave fossil
fuels behind.”
 “A recent study found that if all fossil fuel
infrastructure – power plants, factories, vehicles, ships and planes – from now on are
replaced at the end of their useful lives with
zero-carbon alternatives, there is a 60% chance of staying under a
1.5C increase in global temperature. If we wait until 2030 to begin
replacement, there is only a 30% chance.”
 “Replacing fossil fuel infrastructure does not mean eliminating jobs,
but it should mean a just transition for workers in those sectors.
The transition will be to clean energy jobs – jobs that don’t give
people black lung and don’t poison surrounding communities with
mercury when coal is burned, nor the toxic emissions and water
contamination of fracking.”
 “Imagine how much will be achieved in tackling global warming
when corporations fully get on board. A start, might be the 2020
annual letter to CEOs around the world from BlackRock CEO Larry
Fink (the world’s largest investment fund) saying it will avoid invest-

MARCH LESSONS
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Sunday, March 1, 2020 First Sunday in Lent
Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time
of intense preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to
the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread
of life to nourish us for the days ahead. Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7, Psalm 32, Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-11
Sunday, March 8, 2020 Second Sunday in Lent
During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at
the Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born
of water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children of God.
As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us
up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s
love for all the world. Genesis 12:1-4a, Psalm 121, Romans 4:1-5, 13-17,
John 3:1-17
Sunday, March 15, 2020 Third Sunday in Lent
In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our
thirst for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the
waters of baptism. The early church used this gospel and those of the next two
Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation
before baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes
among us in word, bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s
mercy and forgiveness. Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 95, Romans 5:1-11,
John 4:5-42
Sunday, March 22, 2020 Fourth Sunday in Lent
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the
story of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares
the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s
beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints
our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily
lives. 1 Samuel 16:1-13, Psalm 23, Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9:1-41
Sunday, March 29, 2020 Fifth Sunday in Lent
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from
the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry
bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we
might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome
the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.
Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 130, Romans 8:6-11, John 11:1-45
Join us for a look at the text for the next Sunday every Tuesday at 12
Noon at the Church. All are welcome!
LIFE’S LANDMARKS
Funeral
Gary Bolander, February 13
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS - SPRING FORWARD, Mar 8
- A reminder to set your clocks ahead 1 hour the
night before.




MINISTRY OF WORSHIP

Worship God in proclamation of the Word and administration of the
sacraments and through lives of prayer, praise, thanksgiving, witness,
and service.
LENTEN SERVICES
+ Sundays During Lent—Mar 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
10:00 a.m. worship with Holy Communion
11:30 a.m. class for new members with lunch in the
Lakeside Room
+ Wednesdays in Lent—Mar 4, 11, 18, 25, Apr 1
5:15 Soup Supper (downstairs) ** Sign up to serve! **
5:45 Lenten Bible Study: “Listen, God is Calling” Themes –
Liberation, Justice, Leadership, Discipleship, Bearing Christ
7:00 Evening worship in the sanctuary
SAMARITAN SUNDAY, Mar 1 - Thanks for remembering: 1) canned food
items to help replenish the CHUM Food Shelf, which are brought forward as
part of our offering. 2) Our loose cash offering on the first Sunday has for
several years gone to the Gabriel Fund, a ministry started by Gloria Dei and
other Central Hillside parishes and managed through CHUM, for direct assistance to the needy.
EUCHARIST AT ST ANN’S, Mar 1 - Each month, Gloria Dei conducts a service and fellowship time at a senior residential home. This month a Holy
Communion service will be held at St. Ann’s Senior Residence on Sunday,
March 1 at 3:00 p.m. in the chapel. All are welcome.
CHOIR REHEARSAL, Mar 4 - first Wed, after Lenten worship. The choir also
has weekly rehearsals at 8:30 a.m., on each Sunday except when the band
plays. For more info, please contact Director of Music Stan Wold, 728-5925.
78 YEARS OF RADIO MINISTRY, Mar 22 – This month we
celebrate another anniversary of this significant ministry, which
has broadcast Gloria Dei’s worship since March 22, 1942. We
thank God for this ongoing opportunity of sharing the gospel
through the Radio and through the Internet. You’re invited to
reflect on this valuable outreach: share a story, support a
broadcast or a portion of the broadcast, gift a special gift of $78
for the anniversary, consider learning what happens behind the scenes to be
more hands on if you wish. Thank you for your prayerful support!
CHILDREN’S CHOIR – All interested kids are welcome! Please come to a
brief rehearsal each Sunday immediately following worship. We meet right up
front near the piano and we rehearse for about ten minutes. Singers will participate in Palm Sunday worship service.





Website guru? Do you have skills in websites? Gloria Dei has
a Website but needs a new handler to keep it going or make changes! If interested talk to Pastor Dave or Linda.
Posting ads? Periodically we need to put ads in the paper or
other media pertaining to events or worship services at Gloria Dei.
Is this something you would like to do? If interested talk to Pastor
Dave.
Musically inclined? How about being part of the soundboard
team? Handouts are available – but Linda has found she learned
quickly by watching soundboard operation a few Sundays. Goal is
to have 5-6 people rotate to be the soundboard operator on Sundays. (If you are in the choir… maybe you would be interested in
doing this during the summer?) If interested talk to Linda or Doug.
Have ideas? Evangelism is looking for some members who
are interested in being part of our group. If interested…. please
Contact Craig Haugan (council rep.), Doug Maguire, Linda Kalweit

STEWARDSHIP

Our stewardship celebrates the abundance and the value of God’s gifts,
practicing sustainability and generosity as joyful expressions of God’s
love for all creation.
FINANCE REPORT THRU JANUARY 2020
Needed per month $20,208; per week $4,798
Envelope Offerings:
Budget, 1 month $20,792
Actual, 1 month $18,981 91.3%
Difference, behind $1,811
Thank you for supporting God’s Mission through the
ministry of Gloria Dei. Our regular offering is a sign of
worship and thanksgiving for all that God has done and continues to do.
In our offering, we return to God a portion of what God has so graciously
entrusted to us. THANK YOU for remembering your offering as a regular
part of your worship!
SIMPLY GIVING - An increasing number of people at Gloria Dei are
using Simply Giving, an automatic withdrawal process operated through
Thrivent Financial. This process allows one to designate an offering
amount and a schedule for giving automatically. Forms for Simply Giving are available through the church office—722-3381.
CURRENT FOR CURRAN: The Sunday School offerings for this half
year will be helping provide solar panels for Curran Hospital, 188 miles
from Liberia's capital of Monrovia in West Africa. It serves that part of
northern Liberia and nearby Guinea and Sierra Leone with medical services, is a teaching hospital for the area, and coordinates many health
clinics. Begun by Lutherans in 1924, its only source of power is generators which use $2 for each 6 minutes of electricity. NE MN WELCA

Page 12

Page 5

WARMING CENTER VOLUNTEER INTEREST? – Sign up at gloriadeiduluth.com under Outreach. Questions? Email Char at
charm64@gmail.com or Chelsea at Chelsea.froemke@gmail.com.

EVANGELISM - WITNESS
1) Proclaim God’s saving Gospel of justification by grace for Christ’s
sake through faith alone, according to the apostolic witness in the Holy
Scripture, preserving and transmitting the Gospel faithfully to future
generations. 2) Carry out Christ’s Great Commission by reaching out
to all people to bring them to faith in Christ and by doing all ministry
with a global awareness consistent with the understanding of God as
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of all.
THANK YOU RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS
It takes $1000 per month to fund our ongoing Radio Ministry. As of January 31, Radio Ministry has received $498
which is $502 behind our budget needs. Thanks to all
who sponsor broadcasts and give regularly throughout
the year. Gifts of $245 to sponsor a Sunday or in any
amount continue to make this an important outreach.
WORSHIP WITH THE RADIO
+ Live Radio Broadcast Sundays 10:00 a.m. on AM 710 or FM 98.1 WDSM Radio, since 1942
+ Live Audio stream Sundays at WDSM Radio website https://wdsm710.com/ - click "Listen Now" near the top. Gloria Dei’s
website also has a link to this service.
VIDEO STREAMING LIVE ON INTERNET OR PHONE
+ Live Video streaming of our worship is available each on Sunday
morning at 10:00 a.m. and during special worship services
+ NEW: Sunday Streams was purchased by Boxcast streaming and we
have a new system to access Gloria Dei Live streams.
+ If you have been viewing from your desktop computer on our Gloria
Dei website, there is no change. Broadcast is on the same page as before: http://gloriadeiduluth.org/worship/livestreamingworship.html
+ If you have used the "Sunday Streams APP" on your phone or tablet... here is what to do: On your phone or tablet, search for our mobile
website: Gloriadeiduluth.mynetworksolutions.mobi . Scroll down to the
tab “Link to Gloria Dei Live Broadcast.” Click on that and you are ready.
+ If you have a smart TV....our Gloria Dei Channel is set us up for Roku
TV, Apple TV and Amazon Fire TV. For these 3 options, download the
"Boxcast APP" on your TV. Then search in Channels on the Boxcast
APP for Gloria Dei Lutheran. There may be several Gloria Dei’s so look
for the one that is us! Then save the channel to your favorites.
EVANGELISM TEAM Looking for a creative way to contribute?
Here are some fun opportunities….

GOD’S GARDEN IN ART - The theme for the Saturday night Easter Vigil this
year is “Here in God's Garden. “ In honor of that theme, we would like to exhibit some of the art work/photographs from our member artists. Any member whose body of work includes framed pieces featuring gardens or critters
in gardens. We do still have limited space for hanging. So, artists, if you
have larger pieces, please select your favorite for this time. Submissions of
smaller works like photos may have up to three works which can hang from
one cord. Ceramic or other 3-D artists, we do have a few tables for pieces
which might then hold plants to add to the garden theme. We won't actually
plant things in them, just carefully set potted plants we provide into catch
basins which we may set into them. At this time, we don't have a secure way
to display smaller jewelry or other items. If you would call Carol Uecker
(525-4173) with the framed size of your piece/s, she can begin planning for
best use of space. These pieces should be brought to the church by Palm
Sunday so we can have them ready to hang in the quick turn around between Good Friday and Saturday (the next day). We know that we have artists among us and we want to use this time to show off some of their work.
Let's begin with this garden display which will remain in place through Easter
season. There may be another "show" around Lake Superior Sunday. The
goal is to install hanging systems in several places in the building as finances
allow. If you want to donate to gallery hanging, you can check that off on the
Easter giving list this year. Donations from three members have made possible the present systems as there is no budget item for this.

MINISTRY OF DISCIPLESHIP

Nurture members in the Word of God so as to grow in faith and hope and
love, to see daily life as the primary setting for the exercise of our Christian
calling, and to use our gifts of the spirit for our life together and for our calling in the world.
INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL, March 1 - Jesus’ question,
“Who do you say that I am?” is our theme for the year, one that we will
explore through different “I AM” statements in scripture. Metaphors like
bread and light, shepherd and vine, resurrection and life help us know the
Lord’s saving purpose for us and the world. Join us once a month for
singing, bible verses, crafts and conversations that will focus on how
God’s identity shapes who we are as people of faith. See you there!
ADULT FAITH FORUM – All are welcome to join us at 8:45 in the
Lakeside Room before worship.
Mar 1—Intergenerational Sunday School, “Who do you say that I am?”
Mar 8—Conversation with Lee Stuart, Director of CHUM
Mar 15—Camp Sunday, VLM Program Director Brett Amundson
Mar 22 & 29—Reading Biblical Literature DVD discussion
CLASS FOR SEEKERS AND NEW MEMBERS Sundays beginning
March 1, from 11:30-12:30 in the Lakeside Room. This is for anyone interested in learning more about Christianity and the Lutheran Church, being baptized or confirmed as an adult, or joining our parish. Lunch and
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materials will be provided. We will be using the helpful booklet, Baptized
We Live: Lutheranism as a Way of Life, by Dan Erlander, to guide our discussions. Our class will meet for four consecutive Sundays, and new members will be received at the Vigil of Easter service on April 11. Current members also welcome for a review! If interested, please contact Pastor David
so we can plan accordingly, 722-3381
YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASS, Mar 4, 11, 18 & 25. In addition to regular worship, our confirmation class will be focusing on the biblical story of
God and God’s people in the Old and New Testaments. We meet most
Wednesdays from 3:45-4:45 p.m. in the Conference Room. All students in
grades 7 & up are welcome—please speak to Pastor Dave.

CAMP SUNDAY, Mar 15 - Please join us on
March 15h for Camp Sunday. Our worship service
will be filled with camp song favorites and a skit.
This is our annual opportunity to hear from and talk
with staff from VLM as well as a time to encourage
families and campers to register for summer camps.
The youth will also be hosting the coffee hour (cinnamon rolls!!) with all proceeds going to cover Gloria Dei’s camp membership, camper discounts and
camper scholarships. Each year, this one fundraiser has been able to cover
our membership fee and provided a camper discount as well for all of members attending one of these summer camps. A week at camp is always a
fun, memorable, and filled with faith forming experiences. Help us celebrate
and support these wonderful camp moments! The Sunday always includes
discussion at adult forum with camp staff—join us!
EARTH HARMONY STUDY GROUP, Mar 12 - The Oreck-Alpern Interreligious Forum of the College of St. Scholastica offers a study group on environmental stewardship, facilitated by Pastor Carlson. These sessions explore a variety of spiritual perspectives that recognize our deep creaturely
interrelatedness, lament our negative impact on the earth’s well-being, and
highlight our vocation as stewards. This group meets at Sara’s Table on the
second Thursday from 8-9 a.m. at Sara’s Table. This month, we are reading Spiritual Ecology, a collection of essays from various faith traditions edited by Llewellyn Vaughan-Lee.

RELIGION & SCIENCE IN DIALOGUE, Mar 18 - 8 a.m. at Valentini’s
(London Rd). Through the College of St. Scholastica, Pastor Carlson facilitates a monthly discussion group in the community on the topic of Religion
and Science. The group is lively and engaging and connects our readings
with current events and daily life. Newcomers are welcome! This month,
we’re reading Part 3 of The Lost Art of Scripture by Karen Armstrong.
TRAVELING TEXT STUDY, Mar 24 - Most “First Word” bible studies on
Tuesdays at 12 noon are in the conference room at the church. All are welcome! But once a month, we are invited to the home of Marianne Kjolhaug
- either meet us there, or arrive at the church by 11:45 to carpool. The
Word is on the move!
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6:30 pm and the meeting follows from 7:00 - 8:15 pm. The agenda includes
the annual business meeting, full financial and program reports, and election
of board members.
THANK YOU Principal Amy Worden from Myers Wilkins sent a beautiful
"Thank You" card to our congregation earlier this year. She wrote how helpful
our snacks (filling the angel closet) were for teachers who supplied snacks for
children who have not been able to provide their own snacks. She also
thanked us for helping to re-shelve library books on Mondays and also partnering with second grade students in practicing their reading skills. If you are
interested in helping with any of these ministries, please let Darlene Anderson
or Julie Jagim know.

MYERS WILKINS ANGEL CLOSET - Snacks are needed and are collected
in the gray plastic bin below the coat rack near the sanctuary. Suggested
items include goldfish crackers, other snack crackers, a bag of apples (avoid
Red Delicious - typically don't store well), fruit snacks, animal crackers, peanut butter cracker snacks, pretzels, baby carrots, Nilla wafers, etc. These can
be in bulk and teachers will distribute. Individual packages are expensive and
unnecessary. Thank you for supporting this ministry!
TAX SITE OPEN AT GLORIA DEI - March 4, 18, April 1 & 15. Appointments can be made by calling Donna at the church office, 7223381.
CENTER CITY SOUP SUPPER, March 16 - St. Mary's Star of the
Sea has begun hosting FREE soup suppers to those in the neighborhood on
the 3rd Monday each month. Gloria Dei and First Presbyterian help serve
from 4:30-6:00 with prep time and clean up before and after. Donations of
soup and bread have been secured from Blackwoods/Perkins and Super One.
You and your families are invited as part of our center city community as well.
There will be two shifts of workers: set up and clean up. Anyone who would
like to volunteer, contact Carol Uecker (cruecker1@q.com).
RUBY’S PANTRY Mar 19 - Volunteers Needed At Ruby’s
Pantry—Coppertop, 3rd Thursday of Every Month, 3:305:30pm: Set up for food distribution, 5:30-6:45pm: Assist
with food distribution, 6:45-7:30pm: Assist with clean-up. For
a $20.00 donation, people receive approximately two boxes of food. Cash
only, no income guidelines. If you are interested in volunteering at Ruby’s
Pantry-Coppertop, please contact First United Methodist Church at 727-5021,
located at 230 E. Skyline Parkway, Duluth.
NEIGHBORHOOD BREAKFAST, March 28 - All are welcome to join us for our free fourth Saturday Neighborhood
Breakfast from 9:00-10:30 a.m. at Gloria Dei. Hunger takes no
vacation—we can use your help any time from 7:30 to 11:30.
Please let Paul (728-6206) or Carol K. (525-6098) know if you
can help.
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ing to our congregational life and history and shine light on the importance of
our connections across generations.
I also give thanks for the continued opportunity to join in gatherings with
fellow congregation members and our neighbors at Steve O'Neil apartments.
At our first gathering this past fall, we created "Pocket Prayers" (an idea from
Faithful Families by Traci Smith).
Here’s how to begin your own "Pocket Prayers" tradition:
- find an empty box or container
- cut out small slips of paper; on some of the slips of paper write one word
(such as hope, joy, courage, light, faith, kindness, focus, etc) and on other
slips of paper write favorite bible verses, short prayers, or quotes
- decorate the slips of paper and place them in the container

Now you are ready to put your pocket prayers into practice! In the morning,
each family member can take a slip of paper from the container and place it in
their pocket, bag, or backpack to use as a prayer and hope for the day.
THE MINNESOTA FOOD SHARE March Campaign begins on March 1st
and runs until April 12th.
The Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign brings
together Minnesota organizations, schools, businesses,
and places of worship to help keep 300 food shelves
statewide stocked throughout the year. The March Campaign is the largest grassroots food and fund drive in the
state, having raised $8 million dollars and 5.1 million
pounds of food in 2019.
We envision a Minnesota where all residents have
access to healthy food and no one suffers from hunger.
The March Campaign addresses those issues directly,
and we'd love to have you join the fight against hunger.
By increasing awareness and advocating for long-term solutions to hunger in
our communities, together we can meet the needs of those who need it most.
Our goal for March 2020, is to exceed our 2019 campaign results of
$130,000 and 50,000 pounds of food to stock our shelves, and we can achieve
that success in this campaign with your help.
So what do we need most? Money or food? We need both! But the CHUM
Food Shelf can do much more with money. As a member of Second Harvest
Food Bank, our money goes much farther than it would shopping at Super One
or Cub Foods. Each $1 donated buys $7 worth of food-that's seven times
more!!!
Let's get creative, have fun, and raise funds and food! We can't do this alone!
Let us know how you want to help.
If you have questions or want more information, contact Scott Van Daele,
(218) 727-2391.
CHUM ANNUAL MEETING, Mar 5 – Gather with Chum leaders and representatives from supporting congregations on
Thursday, March 5, 6:30 - 8:15 p.m. at Asbury United Methodist Church, 6822 Grand
Ave. Fellowship and refreshments start at
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FELLOWSHIP— “KOINONIA”

Manifest the unity given to the people of God by living together in the
love of Christ and by joining with other Christians in prayer and action
to express and preserve the unity which the Spirit gives.
COFFEE HOUR ROTATION SIGN UP – the 2020 Coffee Hour schedule is posted by the Hillside Rm. entrance. Upcoming Sunday servers
are needed! Remember: · Coffee hour snacks can be simple! · For
new coffee hour servers, join a partner to serve! · We are here to help!
~ Sue Anderson, Sharon Stenberg, and Gayle Salmela
BIRTHDAY WISHES - Pearl Johnson, long time member of Gloria
Dei is turning 97 on March 8. We will have cake in her honor at coffee
hour. Lets bombard her with as many birthday wishes as we can!
Pearl’s address is 1850 Wallace Ave, Duluth, MN 55803. Thank you.
MARTHA CIRCLE, March 12- We gather on the 2nd Thursday of
each month through May, with a bible study and conversation starting
at 9:30 AM in the conference room. Please join us!
EVE GATHERING, March 17 - We resume our meetings and bible
studies on the 3rd Tuesday each month September through May. The
group meets at church at 5:30 p.m. with a lite pot-luck and bible study
(from the Gather magazine). All women in the congregation are welcome to attend.
MEN IN MISSION, Mar 21– Breakfast
gathering at 9:00 am held at Perkins on
London Rd. We encourage all men in the
congregation to come and participate.
Great ideas for 2020 have been shared and we look forward to seeing
you. Please RSVP to Rick Troy at rtroy44@yahoo.com or text at 218340-2021 by the Wednesday prior. See you there!
COUNCIL MINUTES - For the sake of increasing communication,
the Council is making a binder of approved minutes from previous
months available in the Narthex cabinet above the hearing devices.
GLORIA DEI GEAR - Thanks to Greg Stevens, the “GD” cross logo is
finding its way onto coffee mugs and embroidered on sweatshirts, jackets, and hats. Checks are made out to Gloria Dei and orders are made
at the display table at during coffee hour. A new way to wear GD in the
community!
GLORIA DEI QUILTERS, Mar 3 - We continue to meet
the first Tuesday of each month, but will start at 2:00 and
go to 4:00 in the Lakeside Room until spring when we will
go back to evening hours. Newcomers are always wel-
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come. For questions, call Marianne Kjolhaug at 722-1493. If you can come
during the day, please join us.
CHUM CHURCH, Mar 8 - 4:00 - 6:00 pm, Peace UCC, 1111 11th Ave. E.
People of all abilities who wish to worship in an accessible, welcoming, and
inclusive environment are invited and welcome. Our service is specially
designed for people who may not have felt comfortable in other worship
settings and people who are experiencing memory loss. For more information contact Sue Anderson, CHUM Church Coordinator, 740-2498.
BOOK GROUP, March 16 - The 2020 schedule will Include:
March, Virgil Wander by Leif Enger; April, I Can Do No Other:
The Church's New Here We Stand Moment by Anna Madsen;
May, Just Mercy, By Brian Stevenson. Join the group on the
third Monday of each month, 9:30 a.m. at Gloria Dei.
LGBT ELDERS meets the 2nd Monday each month, 6:00 p.m. at the
LARCC (at Gloria Dei). For more information, please contact Kathleen
Gates gatespea@centurylink.net or 624-4589.
WELCA NEWS
WELCA had its first meeting of the year on January 15 th at
Gloria Dei. Despite the bad weather, the members who
were in attendance reviewed the 2019 year, and the treasurer submitted the 2019 Year End Disbursement Summary. The 2020 year budget was reviewed and approved.
Lake Superior Conference of WELCA Spring Gathering
will be on Saturday, March 28 from 9:00am to 1:00pm at Grace Lutheran
Church, 5454 Miller Trunk Highway in Hermantown. Registration is $10
which includes a catered lunch and childcare is available on request.
Morning offering will be divided with half going to WELCA and the other half
to the Duluth Harbor Mission, which offers a Day Shelter and resting place
for those in our community who are homeless and in need of a moment of
rest. Hot meals are offered at all hours. Silent Auction proceeds will be
used to offset expenses for the Triennial Gathering in Phoenix. Each
church is encouraged to make a themed basket for the auction. Candice
has a basket we will fill with home decorating items and if anyone has anything to contribute, please mark the items for the silent auction basket and
bring the item to the WELCA/Quilters closet in the Lakeside Room. InKind gifts will be collected for Millie’s House, which is for women coming
out of incarceration or treatment. Please refer to the posters on the bulletin
boards throughout the church for more information. All Gloria Dei women
are encouraged to attend the conference. Please let Candice know if you
plan on attending the conference, she will let them know the total from our
church.
NE MN Synod Women of the ELCA Summer Convention/Gathering will
be at the Sugar Lake Lodge, near Grand Rapids, June 15 to 17. The
theme will be “All the Faithful Women” and focusing on Ester. This summer
we will be celebrating 50 years for Lutheran women being ordained, 40
years of women of color being ordained, and 10 years of the LGBTQIA indi-

viduals being able to serve. Gloria Dei member Janna Diggan will be attending as a Lake Superior Conference elected board member. The InKind focus this year will be Foster Care Backpack/ Kits. The Lake Superior
Conference is assembling backpack/kits for pre-teens, kids in grades 6-8.
Clothing sizes are children’s 12-16, and adult sizes small. Gloria Dei
member Janna Diggan is the contact person if you have any questions
about backpacks/kits and the contents: (jannadiggan@gmail.com or 320216-5406). Gloria Dei will be assembling 2 backpack/kits, one for a girl
and one for a boy. Eve Circle is managing this project. Please contact an
Eve member if you would like to contribute to the cost of a backpack or any
items needed for a Foster Child Backpack/Kit. If we get enough interest,
we can add more backpack/kits to our goal of 2.
Gloria Dei WELCA is still accepting donations to School Kits, Personal
Care Kits, Newborn Care Kits and Sewing Kits. Totes where you can donate items are located under the coat rack on the upper Sanctuary Level of
the church. There are lists of items needed on each tote. New and gently
used items can be brought. Kits are assembled late May and early June
and are transported to the Summer Conference at Sugar Lake Lodge.
Gloria Dei quilters are currently assembling quilts that are also transported
to the Conference and sent abroad. Foster Care Kit items requested: Throw blanket, pajamas (t-shirt & pajama pants), toothbrush & toothpaste, comb/brush, deodorant, sanitary napkins, stuffed animal or other
"comfort" item, travel size game or cards, book/journal/coloring book and
writing utensil.
Gathering 2020: Triennial Conference in Phoenix, Arizona will occur
July 15 to July 19. Gloria Dei member Candice Maki will attend. Gloria Dei
WELCA has budgeted $1050 for Candice to attend which will cover all of
her conference registration, and all of her lodging, and part of her air fare.
If anyone is interested in making a small donation to help cover her remaining air fare, her meal expenses, or free will offerings, feel free to
contact Candice or Gayle or leave a donation at the church office and
mark the donation for Candice to attend the conference, and we will see
she receives the donation.

MINISTRY OF SERVICE

Purpose: Serve in response to God’s love to meet human needs, caring
for the sick and the aged, advocating dignity and justice for all people,
working for peace and reconciliation among the nations, and standing with
the poor and the powerless and committing to their needs.
HEALTH COORDINATOR REPORT - In my first
month as Gloria Dei's Community Health Coordinator,
it's been an honor and blessing to have the opportunity
to meet some of our congregation members who live in
senior living homes. My initial conversations and visits
with our elders have highlighted several themes and
serve as wonderful reminders to: share our gifts with our community, celebrate and reflect in our music, listen to each other, and give thanks for gifts
in our daily lives. Their stories and memories give great beauty and mean-

