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EASTER GIFTS

You may want to give a gift to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church on the occasion
of Easter this year (any amount) to a ministry fund: Thank you
Bukoba Parish, Tanzania
Rebuilding Fund / Organ Fund
CHUM
Current for Curran Hospital Solar Panels
Gabriel Project
Garden Fund
ELCA World Hunger (Holy Cow Award)
Extra gift for the “General Fund”
Ingrian Lutheran Church of Russia
Laundry Vouchers
LSS Center for Changing Lives
Mission Endowment Fund
Neighborhood Breakfast Fund
Parish Nurse Fund
Radio Ministry Fund
Transportation Fund
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry Camperships
Youth Fund
You may place your donation into the offering plate and be sure to mark it
“Easter Gift” with a designation. All donations and forms must be received
by Monday April 6, 2020. Please include this form with your gift. Lilies
or gifts to funds may be given in memory or in honor and all names will be
listed in the May Dei by Day.
In Memory of
_____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
In Honor of
______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Gift Fund: Circle One _________________________________
From:_______________________________________________________
Please fill in the information and drop it off at the office or mail it to the
church office. If you are mailing it in, please be sure to send it early enough
to reach the office by the deadline. Thank you.
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Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been;
love is come again like wheat arising green. – ELW # 379
From the Pastor
Dear friends in Christ,
In uncertain times, Easter’s gospel renews people of faith. As governments around the world and the state continue to respond to the COVID19 pandemic, our lives and our congregational lives have changed dramatically during the past month. Restrictions on large and even small
gatherings for the health and safety of all have necessitated suspending
in-person worship and other regular meetings. So the council and other
groups are beginning to meet via Zoom video conferencing, Lent
Wednesday Bible studies have gone online, and worship leaders have
continued making adaptive changes to provide ways we can worship together without being physically together.
I think of the former bishop of our companion synod in Russia, Aare
Kuukauppi, who when preaching in our synod once talked about growing
up in Soviet times and hearing radio broadcasts of a Lutheran worship
service from Finland. He said, “The gospel is no respecter of borders,
but flies over them.” Here is a message for us also as we are sequestered and ordered to stay at home to prevent further spread of the coronavirus – that the gospel of Jesus Christ finds us where we are, speaking
a word of grace and life.
This is the promise of Easter, that the love of God cannot be held back –
not by a tomb, not by sin or death, not by closed doors or lock downs.
Indeed, from the first witnesses of the resurrection to today, the reality of
the Risen Christ is ever seeking to be shared, transmitted, conveyed
across borders and barriers, in words and actions that embody reconciliation and hope.
And this is what Easter looks like: green blades rising. Not just in one
patch all in the same place (like at a sanctuary), but popping up all
around in our homes, and in our neighborhoods. I see green blades rising in members self-recording video stories of how they have felt God’
call in their lives, in phone calls and texts that convey connection to
homebound or isolated members, in families that are praying together
and talking about God being with us. How grateful we can be for technology that allows us to hear and see each other, but even more so for the
Holy Spirit that unites us through the Risen Christ and enables us wherever we are to be a sign of hope and new life in the world. May it be so in
your life, and in our life together.
Yours faithfully,
+ Pastor David Carlson
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Doug Maguire &
Scott Ruzich

Mary Garmer

April 5

Following the recommendations of the CDC and the MN Department of
Health of eliminating gatherings of over 50 people and restricting even
smaller groups for health safety to prevent the spread of illness, Governor Tim Walz issued a “Stay At Home” order in effect March 27 to April
10. In light of these developing changes, church leaders have decided
the following for the well being of our community. These measures
could be in effect for several weeks, including through Easter and perhaps into mid-May. That being said, our situation could change quickly
if more restrictions are put in place, so we will continue to communicate
via email, Facebook, website, and phone tree with any major updates.

Doug Maguire &
Scott Ruzich

Barb Erickson

April 12

Worship – PLEASE STAY HOME and participate through video streaming on our Facebook page, website, www.gloriadeiduluth.org, or the radio 710 AM or 98.1 FM. We are grateful for technology that allows us to
hear and see each other, and for the Holy Spirit through whom we are
united in worship. Linda our videographer said that over 500 individuals
were streaming on our Facebook page and website on March 22. Some
members text or message one another during the sharing of the peace.
Some click the Donate Now button during the offering. Some watch the
service later because it is recorded.

Doug Maguire &
Scott Ruzich

Worship Band

April 19

Doug Maguire &
Scott Ruzich

Mary Garmer

April 26

+ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. +

Counters

Do not be afraid, I am with you.
I have called you each by name.
Come and follow me, I will bring you home;
I love you and you are mine. - ELW 581

Coffee
Servers

LIVING OUR FAITH IN A TIME OF COVID-19
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WORSHIP LEADERS - APRIL 2020

Living in a time of COVID-19, people of faith have an important role to
play. I want to inform you of ways in which Gloria Dei leaders are responding during this health crisis and providing ways for our ministry to
continue safely and adaptively. Some of this information has been
shared via email, and some may be new. Thank you for taking a moment to read through it.

In the governor’s executive order directing Minnesotans to stay at home,
there are certain exemptions. Among them are “Faith leaders and workers. This category includes officials, workers, and leaders in houses of
worship and other places of religious expression or fellowship, wherever
their services may be needed. This category also includes workers necessary to plan, record, and distribute online or broadcast content to
community members” (p. 8, section v).
Broadcast – With this in mind, worship leaders are planning for now to
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Good news: we can fight climate change and income inequality at
the same time. Billions saved from eliminating government subsidies to the fossil-fuel industry and billions generated from carbon
pricing can be used (as in British Columbia, Canada) as income
tax credits to low-income households – when we have a Congress
and a President who are willing.
“Greener” products often mean more expense for consumers, especially in the short term. “So public programs, such as
“EmPOWER Maryland,” use rebates from local gas and electricity
utilities to provide for appliance and home energy improvements.
Since its launch, the program has enabled 29,548 low-income
households to save $8.4 billion in lifetime energy bills.”

+ Holy Week Schedule +
(not gathering in person)
ALL SERVICES STREAMING ONLINE
www.gloriadeiduluth.org
Palm Sunday/ Sunday of the Passion – Apr 5 10:00 a.m.
Good Friday Tenebrae – Apr 10 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday – April 12 10:00 a.m. festival worship
God bless your journey of faith this Holy Week
APRIL BIRTHDAYS
2 ~ Neil Weberg
4 ~ Anna Madsen
6 ~ Rick Troy
8 ~ Carson Main
12 ~ Gloria Oja
14 ~ Eric Hill
15 ~ Madeline Gonsoir
17 ~ Tim Jorgensen
19 ~ Cassie Johnson

20 ~ Ainsley Aaseng
20 ~ Katie Carlson
21 ~ Bev Pehkonen
21 ~ Joe Peterson
23 ~ LaRayne Malone
29 ~ Lori Ruzich
30 ~ Austin Wimer
30 ~ Donna Gerdes

conduct the broadcast live from the church building both on the radio and
through video streaming. As we look ahead to Holy Week and Easter, we
are planning a video stream for Good Friday at 7:00 p.m., as well as Sundays including Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday at 10:00 a.m., which are
also on the radio.
To prevent the spread of illness, we are limiting the number of people
physically present to broadcast the service. This “skeleton crew” is keeping in touch week to week, and rotating when possible, to ensure our
broadcast can continue safely and meaningfully. For now, we will not require readers, ushers, acolytes, counters, or nursery attendants. If you
have questions about whether or not you are needed for the broadcast,
please be in touch with me or Karen Bockelman, worship chair. Thank you
to those who are leading worship and for everyone’s understanding.
Fasting from Holy Communion – For health and safety, we will not handle or distribute the elements during this time. Not receiving the bread or
the wine, but reflecting on Jesus’ words, heightens the gift that Holy Communion is. Martin Luther taught that the person who believes the words
has what they declare, namely forgiveness of sin. Our bishop and Lutheran theologians remind us that God is still present in worship even when we
do not have Holy Communion. In remembrance of our Lord’s self-giving
love, we recall the body and blood of Christ given to strengthen us on the
journey of faith, and we look forward to that day when we will again receive
it together with joy.
Bulletins – A copy of the Sunday bulletin is being emailed from the church
office and mailed to those who do not have email. If you are not receiving
a bulletin but would like to, please contact our Parish Secretary Donna at
secretary@gloriadeiduluth.org.
Wednesday Prayer at 7:00 p.m. – On Wednesday evenings, I invite you
to pray with me at 7:00 p.m. This is when we would normally gather for
worship during Lent, but during the virus pandemic that will last beyond the
Lenten season, pausing for a moment of prayer is a way we can express
our unity in Christ and be together as a congregation temporally, even if
not physically.
Here is a suggested prayer, adapted from the ELCA: Merciful God, you knit
your people together in one communion through our baptism into Christ
and the presence of your Holy Spirit. Be with us these days when gathering
as a whole congregation is not possible. Unite us with all who are praying
and worshiping in spirit. When we must be apart for reasons of safety, we
trust that you surround us with your sheltering wings. Come to us behind
closed doors with your peace, and calm our fears with your love. Encourage us in connecting as we are able, reaching out to neighbors in need and
being persistent in prayer; in the name of Jesus, our constant companion.
Amen.
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Wednesday Bible Study & Video Sharing – Our Lenten Bible study
“Listen God is Calling” has continued online through our website,
www.gloriadeiduluth.org with bible passages, questions to consider,
and Gloria Dei members sharing on video about their sense of call.
Thank you to Linda Kalweit our videographer and to all who have
shared their responses to God’s call in their lives. God calls us all in
paths of discipleship and bearing Christ in the world, and as you reflect
on your calling, I encourage you to watch these video vignettes if you
haven’t seen them yet.
Health Connect – Our Health Coordinator Kristen Bauerkemper is coordinating phone calls and other contacts with homebound and isolated
members. If you need help with getting groceries, or if you are willing
to help with a phone call or running an errand, please be in touch with
her at krbauerkemper@gmail.com or 512-791-4237. Nursing homes
and hospitals are strictly limiting visitors, but please be in touch with
Kristen or with me if you or a loved one is unwell or you would like
them on the prayer list.
Youth & Families – Our Youth Director Chelsea Froemke is keeping
in touch with confirmands and coordinating children’s messages. We
encourage parents to help their children participate through video
streaming, children’s activity pages that go with the Sunday readings,
and talk with their children about how God is with us. She also has
resources to help families with children who may be experiencing anxiety. For more information, please contact Chelsea at chelsea.froemke@gmail.com or 218-260-7343.
Ministry Continues – Although church group meetings in person are
cancelled, groups might consider other ways to stay connected or even
conduct meetings via audio or video conferencing. For information
about using the church’s Zoom account, a platform the Council recently
used for its meeting, please contact me, Julie Jagim, or Kathy Wimer.
During the Stay at Home order, church office phone calls may not be
checked frequently. Church staff will be coordinating our shared ministry as much as possible from home. If there is a pastoral emergency,
please contact me at home, 525-4787.
Abundance – Offerings through automatic withdrawal, giving online,
and commitments in the mail are part of our worship, express God’s
abundant grace, and enable us to fully fund our ministries. If you
would like information about automatic giving, please contact Donna or
me.
I look forward to a time when we can again gather for worship in person, celebrate Holy Communion together, and resume small group
ministries that are such an important part of our life together. In the

STEWARDSHIP

Our stewardship celebrates the abundance and the value of God’s gifts,
practicing sustainability and generosity as joyful expressions of God’s
love for all creation.
FINANCE REPORT THRU FEBRUARY 2020
Needed per month $20,208; per week $4,798
Envelope Offerings:
Budget, 2 months $41,583
Actual, 2 months $42,625 102.5%
Difference, ahead $1,042
Thank you for supporting God’s Mission through the
ministry of Gloria Dei. Our regular offering is a sign of
worship and thanksgiving for all that God has done and continues to
do. In our offering, we return to God a portion of what God has so graciously entrusted to us. THANK YOU for remembering your offering as
a regular part of your worship!
SIMPLY GIVING - An increasing number of people at Gloria Dei are
using Simply Giving, an automatic withdrawal process operated
through Thrivent Financial. This process allows one to designate an
offering amount and a schedule for giving automatically. Forms for
Simply Giving are available through the church office—722-3381.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE, FEB - Thanks to all who are fulfilling their commitments for the Capital Campaign to rebuild our
church facility. As of the end of February, 84% of our commitments
have been met. Thirteen months remain, but with the organ payment
due when the organ is installed in late summer or early fall, this early
support if you are able will be help us avoid a short-term loan.
EARTH STEWARDSHIP TIPS—APRIL
 “When all the trees have been cut down,
when all the animals have been hunted,
when all the waters are polluted, when all
the air is unsafe to breathe, only then will
you discover you cannot eat money” prophecy from the Cree Nation.
 Some people who ignore climate change
aren’t doing so because they don’t care or
want to harm the planet. They’re ignoring it
because they have other problems to worry
about: getting a steady job to put a roof over
their head and food on the table; somehow
pay for soaring healthcare costs. The climate crisis and income
inequality are intertwined.
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IN-PERSON SERVICE GATHERINGS SUSPENDED – The following
in-person church group gatherings have been suspended to prevent the
spread of illness during the COVID-19 pandemic. Please note the date
when certain service events would have taken place, and consider
ways in which you might pray for those we would have served.
+ Center City Soup Supper (Apr 20) + Neighborhood Breakfast (Apr
25)
RUBY’S PANTRY (DRIVE-THRU), Apr 16 - Volunteers Needed At
Ruby’s Pantry—Coppertop, 3rd Thursday of Every Month, 3:30-5:30pm:
Set up for food distribution, 5:30-6:45pm: Assist with food distribution,
6:45-7:30pm: Assist with clean-up. For a $20.00 donation, people receive approximately two boxes of food. Cash only, no income guidelines. If you are interested in volunteering at Ruby’s Pantry-Coppertop,
or for more information, please contact First United Methodist Church at
727-5021, located at 230 E. Skyline Parkway, Duluth.

EVANGELISM - WITNESS
1) Proclaim God’s saving Gospel of justification by grace for Christ’s
sake through faith alone, according to the apostolic witness in the Holy
Scripture, preserving and transmitting the Gospel faithfully to future
generations. 2) Carry out Christ’s Great Commission by reaching out
to all people to bring them to faith in Christ and by doing all ministry
with a global awareness consistent with the understanding of God as
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of all.
THANK YOU RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS
It takes $1000 per month to fund our ongoing Radio Ministry. As of
February 29, Radio Ministry has received $887 which is $1,113 behind
our budget needs. A Radio Ministry Anniversary appeal was conducted
in March, which will be reflected in next month’s report. Thanks to all
who sponsor broadcasts and give regularly throughout the year. Gifts
of $245 to sponsor a Sunday or in any amount continue to make this an
important outreach.

WORSHIP WITH THE RADIO
+ Live Radio Broadcast Sundays 10:00 a.m. on AM 710 or FM 98.1 WDSM Radio, since 1942
+ Live Audio stream Sundays at WDSM Radio website https://wdsm710.com/ - click "Listen Now" near the top. Gloria Dei’s
website also has a link to this service.
VIDEO STREAMING LIVE ON INTERNET OR PHONE
+ Live Video streaming of our worship is available each on Sunday
morning at 10:00 a.m. and during special worship services
+ Visit: http://gloriadeiduluth.org/worship/livestreamingworship.html

meantime, remember God’s faithfulness to you, that you belong to God,
and that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Jesus Christ
(Romans 8:38-39). Thank you for your understanding, your prayers,
and your participation in being the Body of Christ for the sake of our
congregation and the community.
Yours in Christ,
+ Pastor David Carlson
LITANY OF WHAT HAS NOT BEEN CANCELLED
Shared by Lee Stuart with Chum congregations
So much has been and will continue to be, for some time, cancelled:
sports events, concerts, plays, worship services, rallies, travel, meetings, classes, family gatherings, and so much more.
However Love has not been cancelled.
Mercy has not been cancelled.
Prayer has not been cancelled.
Attentiveness has not been cancelled.
Goodness has not been cancelled.
Thanksgiving has not been cancelled.
Loving relationships have not been cancelled.
Kindness has not been cancelled.
Music has not been cancelled.
Conversations have not been cancelled.
Learning has not been cancelled.
Poetry and storytelling has not been cancelled.
Meditation and contemplation have not been cancelled.
Painting and dancing have not been cancelled.
Families have not been cancelled.
Community and solidarity have not been cancelled.
Faith has not been cancelled.
Hope has not been cancelled.
And… God’s presence with us, has not been cancelled.

Birth
Asher Hall, March 20

LIFE’S LANDMARKS

Death
Elwood Olin, March 16
Janine Dahlquist, March 25
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APRIL LESSONS

Sunday, April 05, 2017 Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday
Today’s liturgy begins with a palm procession, commemorating Jesus’
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Quickly the tone of the service changes
as we meditate upon Jesus’ passion and death. Because this story is so
central to our faith, we hear Matthew’s account of the passion today and
John’s version on Good Friday. Though Jesus is obedient even unto
death on the cross, he is exalted by God. We gather to remember his
offering for the life of the world, and to be fed by his life-giving mercy.
This holy week will culminate in the celebration of the Three Days of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection. Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-16,
Philippians 2:5-11, Matthew 26:14--27:66
Sunday, April 12, 2017 Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day
On this day the Lord has acted! On the first day of the week God began
creation, transforming darkness into light. On this, the “eighth day” of the
week, Jesus Christ was raised from the dead. We celebrate this new
creation in the waters of baptism and in the feast of victory. With great
joy we celebrate this day of days, even as we begin the great fifty days
of Easter. Filled with hope, we go forth to share the news that Christ is
risen! Acts 10:34-43, Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24, Colossians 3:1-4,
Matthew 28:1-10
Sunday, April 19, 2017 Second Sunday of Easter
In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers
them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience
the resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in
our everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the first
two readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of
Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.
Acts 2:14a, 22-32, Psalm 16, 1 Peter 1:3-9, John 20:19-31
Sunday, April 26, 2017 Third Sunday of Easter
Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome
with sadness, loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who
was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ
walks with them, and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread.
Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed
and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The
story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day.
Acts 2:14a, 36-41, Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19, 1 Peter 1:17-23,
Luke 24:13-35
Take a look at the text for the next Sunday
every Tuesday at 12 Noon.
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MINISTRY OF SERVICE

Purpose: Serve in response to God’s love to meet human needs, caring
for the sick and the aged, advocating dignity and justice for all people,
working for peace and reconciliation among the nations, and standing
with the poor and the powerless and committing to their needs.
HEALTH COORDINATOR - Kristen Bauerkemper
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine in the
darkness. Christ, be our light! Shine in your church
gathered today. ELW #715
As we sung this hymn during our virtual Sunday worship service on March 22, the light of spring, growing longer and brighter
each day, shone through the windows of our homes and sanctuary. The
light of spring reminds us that God is the light of the world! As the world
changes around us due to COVID-19, God's creation and the natural
world can comfort us in its rhythms and joy as winter blooms into spring we can give thanks as we watch the sunrise or sunset, read nature inspired poetry, or listen to the bubbling creek underneath melting ice or
the birds chirping from the trees. The warmth of the light of spring can
help center us in the present moment, bring gratitude to our hearts, and
cultivate hope - all of which are important for taking care of our emotional
health.

Also very important to our emotional health is staying connected with one
another and sharing God's light with each other during this time of social
distancing. Gloria Dei's health cabinet and care team would like to creatively support members of our congregation - if you have ideas or want to
get involved, please email Kristen at krbauerkemper@gmail.com.
And, there is a very helpful list of mental health resources on the NE MN
Synod website: www.nemnsynod.org/mhcovid19 You will also find there
supportive words from Gloria Dei member Joy Hensel in her "Mental
Health Moment" posting.
Finally, here's a quick connection idea...pick your favorite hymn, Sunday
school song, or camp song and call or video chat family members or
friends, who are near or far, and sing it together with them via phone or
computer.
"This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine...let it shine, let it shine, let
it shine!" ELW 677
TAX SITE AT GLORIA DEI - The IRS has extended the filing date for
taxes to July 15, 2020. For now, our tax site is temporarily suspended.
More information might be available towards the end of April. Feel free to
call the church office for updates.
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interrelatedness, lament our negative impact on the earth’s well-being,
and highlight our vocation as stewards. This group meets at Sara’s Table on the second Thursday from 8-9 a.m. at Sara’s Table. This month,
we are reading Spiritual Ecology, a collection of essays from various
faith traditions edited by Llewellyn Vaughan-Lee. A Zoom meeting is
planned; if interested, please contact Pastor Carlson.
RELIGION & SCIENCE IN DIALOGUE (ZOOM), Apr 22 - 8 a.m. at Valentini’s (London Rd). Through the College of St. Scholastica, Pastor
Carlson facilitates a monthly discussion group in the community on the
topic of Religion and Science. The group is lively and engaging and
connects our readings with current events and daily life. Newcomers
are welcome! This month, we’re reading Part 3 of The Lost Art of
Scripture (2019) by Karen Armstrong. A Zoom meeting is planned; if
interested, please contact Pastor Carlson.

FELLOWSHIP— “KOINONIA”

Manifest the unity given to the people of God by living together in the
love of Christ and by joining with other Christians in prayer and action
to express and preserve the unity which the Spirit gives.
IN-PERSON FELLOWSHIP GATHERINGS SUSPENDED – The following in-person church group gatherings have been suspended to prevent
the spread of illness during the COVID-19 pandemic. Please note the
date when certain meetings would have taken place, and consider ways
in which you might hold each other in prayer.
+ Coffee Hour Sundays + Quilters (Apr 7) + WELCA Martha Circle
(Apr 9) + Men in Mission (Apr 18) + WELCA Eve Gathering (Apr 21) +
Book Club (Apr 20)
BOOK GROUP - Although there is no in-person gathering, here are
current selections: April, I Can Do No Other: The Church's New Here
We Stand Moment by Anna Madsen; May, Just Mercy, By Brian Stevenson. For more information, please contact Carol Kelley 525-6098.
COUNCIL MINUTES - For the sake of increasing communication,
the Council is making a binder of approved minutes from previous
months available in the Narthex cabinet above the hearing devices.
GLORIA DEI GEAR - Thanks to Greg Stevens, the “GD” cross logo is
finding its way onto coffee mugs and embroidered on sweatshirts, jackets, and hats. Checks are made out to Gloria Dei and orders are made
at the display table at during coffee hour. A new way to wear GD in the
community!
LGBT ELDERS and the LARCC (at Gloria Dei). For more information, please contact Kathleen Gates gatespea@centurylink.net or
624-4589.

MINISTRY OF WORSHIP

Worship God in proclamation of the Word and administration of the
sacraments and through lives of prayer, praise, thanksgiving, witness,
and service.
HOLY WEEK & EASTER
+ Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday - Apr 5
10:00 a.m. procession of palms
+ Good Friday - Apr 10
7:00 p.m. Tenebrae service with readings, music
+ Easter Sunday - Apr 12
10:00 a.m. festival worship
All services are planned to stream live on the website and radio.
THE TREE DAYS - Lessons
Although we are not gathering in person, and not planning a streamed service on Maundy Thursday or Easter Vigil, the readings for each of the Three
Days can be a meaningful devotion as we contemplate Jesus’ death and
resurrection.
Thursday, April 9, 2020 - Maundy Thursday
With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with
Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. At the heart of the Maundy Thursday liturgy is Jesus’ commandment to love one another. As Jesus washed the feet of his disciples,
we are called to follow his example as we humbly care for one another, especially the poor and the unloved. At the Lord’s table we remember Jesus’
sacrifice of his life, even as we are called to offer ourselves in love for the
life of the world. Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14, Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19,
1 Corinthians 11:23-26, John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Friday, April 10, 2020 - Good Friday (This service will be broadcast.)
Tenebrae is a Latin word meaning “shadow” or “darkness.” The Office of
Tenebrae, a Holy Week devotion dating to the 7th century, includes Scripture readings and the successive extinguishing of candles - symbolic of the
flight of the disciples - as the service progresses. Following the opening
prayer, it is divided into three Nocturns, each with psalm readings, scriptural
responses, the Lord’s prayer, lessons and responses. The service concludes with the litany and the removal of the Christ candle for a time, symbolizing our Lord’s death and burial. Psalm 2 & 54; Lamentations 2 & 3;
Psalm 88 & 27; John 19; Psalm 143 & 85; Hebrews 4 & 5; Matthew 27
Saturday, April 11, 2020 Resurrection of Our Lord: Vigil of Easter
This is the night! This is our Passover with Christ from darkness to light,
from bondage to freedom, from death to life. Tonight is the heart of our celebration of the Three Days and the pinnacle of the church’s year. The resurrection of Christ is proclaimed in word and sign, and we gather around a
pillar of fire, hear ancient stories of our faith, welcome new sisters and
brothers at the font, and share the food and drink of the promised land.
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Raised with Christ, we go forth into the world, aflame with the good news of
the resurrection. Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21; Isaiah
55:1-11; Daniel 3:1-29; Romans 6:3-11; John 20:1-18
WEDNESDAY PRAYER 7:00 p.m. – Please pray with Gloria Dei on
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
wherever we are, we pray as Jesus taught us. You might pray the Lord’s
Prayer, or the prayer in the pastoral letter on a previous page.
IN-PERSON WORSHIP GATHERINGS SUSPENDED – The following inperson church group gatherings have been suspended to prevent the
spread of illness during the COVID-19 pandemic:
+ Choir rehearsal + Eucharist at area nursing homes or senior residences
SAMARITAN SUNDAY (SAVE UP), Apr 5 - Thanks for remembering: 1)
canned food items to help replenish the CHUM Food Shelf, which are
brought forward as part of our offering. 2) Our loose cash offering on the
first Sunday has for several years gone to the Gabriel Fund, a ministry
started by Gloria Dei and other Central Hillside parishes and managed
through CHUM, for direct assistance to the needy. When we return to
gathering in person, these items can be brought to church.
GOD’S GARDEN IN ART - “Here in God's Garden” is an Easter theme this
year, and we would like to exhibit some of the art work/photographs from
our member artists. Any member whose body of work includes framed
pieces featuring gardens or critters in gardens. So, artists, if you have larger pieces, please select your favorite for this time. Submissions of smaller
works like photos, ceramic or other 3-D art, may also work. If you would
call Carol Uecker (525-4173) with the framed size of your piece/s, she can
begin planning. Even though we cannot gather as a large worshiping
group, sharing digital images of these artworks may be of inspiration to our
members as we contemplate Christ’s death and resurrection. This could be
an opportune time to lift up artists and artwork among us.

MINISTRY OF DISCIPLESHIP

Nurture members in the Word of God so as to grow in faith and hope and
love, to see daily life as the primary setting for the exercise of our Christian
calling, and to use our gifts of the spirit for our life together and for our calling in the world.
IN-PERSON DISCIPLESHIP GATHERINGS SUSPENDED – The following in-person church group gatherings have been suspended to prevent
the spread of illness during the COVID-19 pandemic:
+ First Word Bible Study + Traveling Text Study + Lent Wednesdays +
Youth Confirmation Class
+ Sunday School + Adult Forum + Health Cabinet

Group members are encouraged to stay connected through phone, conference call, or video chat technologies.
INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL THOUGHTS - Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that I am?” is our theme for the year, one that we will
explore through different “I AM” statements in scripture. Metaphors like
bread and light, shepherd and vine, resurrection and life help us know the
Lord’s saving purpose for us and the world. April’s theme is from Jesus’
words in John 11:25 - “I am the Resurrection and the life. Those who believe
in me, even through they die, will live.” Talk in your household about how
God’s identity shapes who we are as people of faith. Because Jesus lives,
we shall live also. Thanks be to God!

YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASS THOUGHTS - This year, our confirmation class is focusing on the biblical story of God and God’s people in the
Old and New Testaments, and using a chapter book called Chosen by David
Tiede. Although we are not meeting in person, students are encouraged to
continue reading the chapters, doing the workbook activities at home, and
participating in worship through our live video
streaming.
YOUTH CORNER
Chelsea Froemke
This is an unprecedented time that we have
found ourselves in. When planning for life and
ministry this year I never expected to be relying
almost completely on mail and the internet to connect as a congregation and youth group. As we navigate together through
this time please do not hesitate to reach out to me with needs of your family
or ideas of ways to connect and engage as a youth group. Our Northeast
Area Synod as put together some wonderful resources also to help guide us
during these times. http://www.nemnsynod.org/mhcovid19.html Here you
can find a number of helpful links to help your young kids process what is
going on in the world around them and also helpful links for all ages (adults
included) to consider how this is effecting our own mental health. I sincerely hope that these tools are useful for you and your families.
I will also continue to mail things occasionally to your youth in the weeks
ahead. I deeply enjoyed taking time this first week thinking about all of our
youth as I prepared an envelope of activities that go along with this coming
Sunday's text. Mail could also be a fun way for our families to connect with
other members in our congregation, particularly members living in assisted
living facilities. If you or your family is interested in being paired with someone please email chelsea.froemke@gmail.com
or krbauerkemper@gmail.com to get set up.
EARTH HARMONY STUDY GROUP (ZOOM), Apr 9 - The Oreck-Alpern
Interreligious Forum of the College of St. Scholastica offers a study group on
environmental stewardship, facilitated by Pastor Carlson. These sessions
explore a variety of spiritual perspectives that recognize our deep creaturely

