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Lord, let my heart be good soil,  
   open to the seed of your Word.  
Lord, let my heart be good soil,  
   where love can grow and peace is understood.  
ï ELW # 512 
 
From the Pastor 
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
Faith Community Garden, reads the sign.  It was started a few years ago by 
Faith Lutheran adjacent to the Teaching House and sanctuary where we are 
temporarily in the Lakeside neighborhood.  Subsidized initially with the help 
of the Synod EcoFaith Network and other sources, the community garden is 
well planned and constructed.  In addition to several raised beds that can be 
rented by members of the church and community for a season for a small fee 
to cover the cost of water, some beds are designated for growing fresh pro-
duce for CHUM, and others are reserved for teachers and their students from 
nearby Lester Park Elementary School.  Some garden beds are also raised a 
few feet off the ground to allow access by more gardeners.   
 
Rogation Prayer for Soil ï Giver of life, we give you thanks that in the rich-
ness of the soil, nature awakens to your call of spring. We praise you for the 
smell of freshly tilled earth, the beauty of a cleanly cut furrow, and a well-
plowed field. We ask that you help us to be good stewards of this land. In the 
name of the one who gives us new life, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
As part of the Synodôs EcoFaith leadership team, I remember actually being 
there briefly when the fence posts were being dug ï and from the beginning 
this inclusive, outreaching vision of the garden impressed me.  What a treas-
ure to see it continuing!  A glimpse was provided on the Sunday after Earth 
Day, when Steve & Glenita Geving put out the call to folks who had plots in 
previous years to check in, invited newcomers, and even provided onion 
bulbs to get people started on one crop (onion is the all-city vegetable this 
year).  More atmosphere was set in the narthex by Karen Kjolhaug, who ena-
bled children to pet chickens and plant seeds in eggshells, and also invited 
folksingers Sally & Garth Sundeen to share music ï all in the spirit of cele-
brating Godôs earth and our co-participation in its stewardship.   
 
Rogation Prayer for Seeds ï Creating God, you have given seed to the sow-
er and bread to the people. Nourish, protect, and bless the seeds which your 
people have sown in hope. By your loving and bountiful giving, may they 
bring forth their fruit in due season. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The garden is not only a physical structure but also a metaphor for ministry 
and discipleship.  As the hymn puts it, our hearts are the soil in which Godôs 
Word may be cultivated to bear fruit. Gardening involves faith ï a trust that 
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growth is happening beneath the surface even when a plant hasnôt visibly 
pierced the surface yet.  Gardening means involvement ï preparing the soil, 
planting, watering, weeding, harvesting.  Gardening is about transformation ï 
what was once a seed becomes a living organism that bears more seeds; 
what was an empty space becomes by Godôs grace an organic community.   
 
Think of such ñgardeningò happening in our congregational life together: 
   + in the ñcross-pollinatingò connections that occur when we gather around       
 Word and Sacrament, and fellowship afterward 
   + with the presence of ñtransplantsò from one building to another, the     
             addition of new members, and the gifts of all in Gloria Deiôs soil 
   + through the dedicated work of council and committee members,  
       musicians and teachers, staff and volunteers in our shared ministry 
   + at the breakfast with neighbors from St. Maryôs and the Hillside  
   + through inspiring community partners like Chum and LSS 
   + with the Moving Forward committee, helping us discerning the de 
 sign and use of ministry spaces mindful of generations to come 
   + in the eagerness of children gathering during childrenôs sermons 
   + through the faithfulness of God who continues to provide, equip, and 

guide us in mission together. 
 
Rogation Prayer for Water/Rain ï Sustaining God, we receive the fruits of the 
earth from you. We give you thanks for the smell of the earth after rain, for its 
welcome cooling, and its necessary hydration for the land. We ask that the 
rain come as often as it is needed so that the crops may flourish and the 
coming harvest be indeed bountiful. Amen. 
 
Gardening also takes patience.  Oscar Romero of El Salvador once said, 
ñThis is what we are about. We plant the seeds that one day will grow. We 
water the seeds already planted knowing that they hold future promise. We 
lay foundations that will need further development.  We provide yeast that 
produces effects far beyond our capabilities. We cannot do everything, and 
there is a sense of liberation in realizing this. This enables us to do some-
thing, and to do it very well. It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step 
along the way, an opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest. 
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the 
master builder and the worker. We are workers, not master builders, minis-
ters, not messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our own.ò 
 
Gardening is an act of faith ï and so is ministry.  We labor with Godôs future 
vision in mind, yet Godôs grace also brings joy in the present. I give thanks 
for glimpses of Godôs promises that we can and do experience in our life to-
gether.  What a privilege to share in this ministry with you. 
 
See you in worship!   
+ Pastor David Carlson 

2 ~ Sydney Erickson 
2 ~ Marilyn Thomas 
3 ~ Kristen Hylenski 
3 ~ Janet Schramm 
4 ~ Kathy Wimer 
5 ~ April Riggio 
6 ~ Bryn Weberg 
8 ~ Marie Lindemann 
11 ~ Stephanie Carlson 
12 ~ Doris DeGaetano 
15 ~ Maury Aaseng 
18 ~ Jessica Meehan 

19 ~ Eloise Pass 
20 ~ Martha Carlson 
21 ~ Andrew Ernst 
23 ~ David OôBrien 
23 ~ Maya Smith 
24 ~ Petty Stevens 
25 ~ David Gangeness 
28 ~ Molly Weberg 
29 ~ Neva Maly 
29 ~ Andy Peterson 
30 ~ Julie Ernst 
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UNDERSTANDING WHITE PRIVILEGE, Apr 30 ï St. Paulôs Episcopal 
Church, 1710 E. Superior St, 5:30-8:00 p.m.  Led by Kevin Skwira-
Brown, this workshop will discuss white privilege in a way tha sidesteps 
the blame and defensiveness that too often accompanies such discus-
sions. You will leave with clarity as to what white privilege is, how it is 
conferred, and what it looks like. This will be a great session for those 
seeking an understanding of white privilege and anyone looking for ef-
fective ways to address it.  To register, call (218) 724-3535.  Includes 
dinner and childcare if needed.  
 
LOCAL SOLUTIONS TO POVERTY, May 5 ï This accountability 
session follows last October's candidate forum where Duluthians affect-
ed by poverty shared their experience and propose solutions to candi-
dates in state, county and city elections. The Accountability Session will 
be held on Friday, May 5, 2017 at the Dr. Robert Powless Cultural Cen-
ter, 202 West Second Street from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm. Dinner will be 
served at 5:30. This event is free, wheelchair accessible, ASL interpret-
ed, with childcare on site. 
 
HELP LOAVES & FISHES, 
May 7 - Loaves & Fishes is a 
community of volunteers in 
Duluth who provide hospitality for people who are experiencing home-
lessness.  Join us for an afternoon of volunteering, we will be helping 
prep one of their gardens and removing a fence.  When? Sunday, May 
7th from 1:00 ï 3:00 Where? 1705 Jefferson Street.  Bring work gloves 
if you have them, light snacks will be provided. 


